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ESSAY 1

Do Not Waste Water Even If You Were at a
Running Stream

Outline

1. Introduction: The paradox of abundance and the
wisdom behind the saying

2. Origin and philosophical depth of the maxim (Islamic
tradition, Prophetic teaching on wudu at a river)

3. Explanation: Why waste is wrong even amid apparent
abundance

a. Ethics of moderation (israf vs. need)

b. Ecological interconstellation - abundance is never truly
infinite

c. Intergenerational and downstream responsibility

4. Global water crisis: statistics and empirical grounding

a. Freshwater scarcity figures

b. Climate change and shrinking glaciers

c. Population growth and rising demand

5. Pakistan's water predicament

a. Indus Water Treaty and Pakistan's dependency

b. Per capita water availability decline (from ~5,000 m3 in
1951 to under 1,000 m3 today)
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c. Agricultural flood irrigation inefficiency

d. Urban wastage: leaking pipes, unmetered domestic
consumption

e. Groundwater depletion in Balochistan and Punjab

f. Karachi's water mafia and Thar's drought

6. Consequences of continued negligence

a. Food insecurity

b. Inter-provincial water disputes

c. Possible "water wars" and social unrest

7. The ethical and spiritual dimension: gratitude as the
antidote to waste

8. Comparative case studies of conservation success

a. Israel's drip irrigation and desalination

b. Singapore's NEWater

c. Traditional karez system in Balochistan

9. Policy recommendations

a. Water pricing and metering reform

b. Drip and sprinkler irrigation subsidies

c. Rainwater harvesting mandates

d. Public awareness campaigns rooted in the very maxim
under discussion

e. Dam construction and water storage capacity
(Diamer-Bhasha, Mohmand)
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f. Groundwater regulation

10. Individual responsibility: the running-stream test in
daily life

11. Conclusion: From maxim to movement - reframing
abundance as trust, not entitlement

Essay

There is a deceptively simple sentence, attributed to the

wisdom of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him),

who is reported to have told his companion Sa'd, performing

ablution beside a flowing river, not to be excessive even

there. Sa'd, astonished, asked whether waste was

conceivable at all beside a running stream, an image of

inexhaustible plenty. The reply has echoed across fourteen

centuries: yes, even then. Water is a trust, not a

possession, and the presence of abundance does not annul

the discipline of restraint. In an age when reservoirs shrink,

aquifers empty, and entire cities queue for tankers, this

ancient admonition reads less like folklore and more like

prophecy fulfilled. It is the argument of this essay that the

maxim is not merely a religious nicety but an ecological,

economic, and civilizational imperative, and that Pakistan in

particular stands at a threshold where heeding or ignoring it

will determine the shape of its future.
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At its core, the saying dismantles a dangerous

psychological trap: the belief that visible abundance

licenses carelessness. Human beings are creatures of

proximate perception. We conserve what looks scarce and

squander what looks plentiful, regardless of whether that

perception aligns with reality. A river appears endless

because we cannot see its source drying in a retreating

glacier, nor its terminus vanishing into an over-drawn delta.

The Prophetic instruction, therefore, is a corrective to a

perceptual bias long before the language of behavioural

economics existed to name it. It teaches that value is

intrinsic to the resource, not contingent on its momentary

visibility. This is the same insight that later found secular

expression in the concept of the "tragedy of the commons,"

where individually rational use of a shared resource, each

person taking a little more because the resource seems

vast, aggregates into collective ruin. The genius of the

maxim is that it forecloses this tragedy at the level of

individual conscience rather than waiting for external

regulation to catch up.

Philosophically, the statement distinguishes between need

(hajah) and excess (israf). Islamic ethics, like many other

moral traditions, does not demand asceticism or the refusal
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of legitimate use; a person is still permitted, indeed

instructed, to perform ablution at the stream. What is

proscribed is the surplus consumption that serves no

purpose beyond habit, carelessness, or ostentation. This

distinction is vital because it rescues the principle from

being read as a call to hoard or withhold water out of

scarcity-anxiety. It is instead a call to proportionality, to take

exactly what fulfils genuine need and no more, regardless of

how much remains. Such proportionality, if internalised as a

civilizational habit, would resolve much of the resource

mismanagement that today masquerades as development.

Ecologically, the notion that any freshwater source is truly

infinite is a scientific fallacy. Rivers are dynamic systems

dependent on glacial melt, monsoon rainfall, watershed

vegetation, and groundwater recharge, all of which are finite

and increasingly volatile under climate change. The

apparent abundance of a running stream is a snapshot of a

system in flux; the same river can turn to a trickle within a

generation if its feeding glaciers retreat or its catchment is

deforested. Pakistan's own Indus River, the lifeline of an

entire civilization stretching back five thousand years, is fed

substantially by the glaciers of the Hindu

Kush-Karakoram-Himalaya region, glaciers that are now
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melting at accelerating rates due to global warming. What

looks like plenty today is borrowed from a shrinking reserve,

and every wasted litre draws down a principal that cannot

be replenished at the rate it is spent.

The intergenerational dimension deepens the ethical

stakes. Water taken carelessly today is water denied to

those downstream, geographically and temporally. A farmer

flooding his field with more water than his crop requires is

not merely inefficient; he is diminishing what reaches the

farmer twenty miles downstream, and diminishing what will

be available to his own grandchildren when the aquifer

beneath them runs dry. The maxim, read this way, is an

early articulation of what environmentalists now call

intergenerational equity, the principle that no generation has

the right to consume resources in a manner that forecloses

the wellbeing of those yet to come.

These are not abstract concerns. The empirical picture of

global freshwater is alarming. Less than three percent of the

world's water is fresh, and of that, most is locked in ice caps

and glaciers, leaving a sliver available for human use. The

United Nations has repeatedly warned that by mid-century,

a majority of the world's population could face water stress,
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driven by population growth, urbanisation, industrial

demand, and the destabilising effects of climate change on

rainfall patterns. Groundwater tables from California's

Central Valley to India's Punjab are falling at rates that

outpace natural recharge. Wars have already been fought,

and are quietly being planned, over shared river basins from

the Nile to the Tigris-Euphrates. The stream that seems to

run forever is, on a planetary scale, running out.

Nowhere is this crisis more acute, or more self-inflicted,

than in Pakistan. At independence in 1947, Pakistan's per

capita water availability stood near five thousand cubic

metres annually, comfortably above the water-abundance

threshold. Today, that figure has collapsed to below one

thousand cubic metres, placing the country firmly in the

internationally recognised category of water scarcity, with

credible projections suggesting it could approach absolute

scarcity within the coming decade. This decline is a function

of population more than quadrupling since independence,

but it is compounded, decisively, by profligate use.

Pakistan's agriculture, which consumes roughly ninety

percent of available freshwater, still relies overwhelmingly

on flood irrigation, a method with efficiency rates estimated

at only thirty to forty percent, meaning the majority of water
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applied to fields never reaches the crop root zone and is

instead lost to evaporation and seepage. This is the

running-stream fallacy institutionalised as national policy:

because the Indus has always flowed, the incentive to

modernise irrigation has never been urgent enough to

overcome inertia.

Urban Pakistan mirrors the same negligence in different

form. Karachi, a metropolis of over twenty million, loses a

staggering proportion of its piped water to leakage in a

decrepit distribution network before it ever reaches a

household tap, even as informal "water tankers" and an

entrenched water mafia siphon off supply for profit,

deepening inequality between those who can pay for illicit

deliveries and those who cannot. Lahore and other Punjab

cities have seen their groundwater tables drop by several

feet annually due to unregulated tube-well extraction for

both domestic and industrial use. Meanwhile, in Thar and

other arid belts of Sindh and Balochistan, communities walk

kilometres for water that is often unsafe, a bitter irony in a

country that squanders so much of what it has. The contrast

between waste in the plains and drought in the periphery is

itself an indictment of how unevenly the ethic of

conservation, and the resources it protects, has been
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applied.

The consequences of continued negligence are not

speculative; they are already visible. Reduced water

availability threatens Pakistan's food security in a country

where agriculture remains the backbone of rural livelihoods

and export earnings alike; a stressed Indus system means

stressed wheat, rice, and cotton yields, with knock-on

effects for inflation and the balance of trade. Inter-provincial

tensions over water allocation, particularly between Punjab

and Sindh, have simmered for decades and could sharpen

further as the resource base narrows, straining the

federation itself. On a broader canvas, Pakistan's near-total

dependence on the Indus system, governed in part by the

Indus Waters Treaty with India, means that even modest

upstream disruptions carry outsized downstream

consequences, a vulnerability that recent regional tensions

have brought into sharp relief. Analysts have long warned

that future conflicts in South Asia, if they occur, may be

fought less over ideology and more over rivers.

Yet the maxim also contains its own antidote: gratitude as

the discipline that produces conservation. A person who

receives water, or any resource, as a trust rather than an



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 12

entitlement approaches its use with a different psychology,

one oriented toward stewardship rather than consumption.

This is not merely a religious sentiment; it is echoed in

secular environmental ethics under concepts such as

"sufficiency" and "one-planet living," which similarly argue

that the measure of a good life is not maximal consumption

but proportionate, mindful use.

There is no shortage of models demonstrating that

conservation, once adopted as policy and culture,

transforms scarcity into resilience. Israel, situated in one of

the most water-stressed regions on earth, has become a

net water exporter through aggressive investment in drip

irrigation, wastewater recycling, and desalination,

technologies that Pakistan, sharing similar aridity in its

southern reaches, could adapt with appropriate investment

and political will. Singapore's NEWater programme, which

purifies wastewater to potable standards, has turned a

water-poor city-state into one that meets a significant share

of its own demand internally. Closer to home, Pakistan's

own heritage offers a template in the ancient karez system

of Balochistan, underground channels that transport

groundwater to the surface with minimal evaporative loss, a

centuries-old indigenous technology that embodies
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precisely the ethic the Prophetic maxim describes: taking

water gently, without excess, from a source that must be

preserved for continued use.

Translating ethic into policy requires deliberate,

unglamorous work. Water pricing reform, so that agricultural

and urban consumers alike pay a signal that reflects

scarcity rather than treating water as an unlimited free good,

is essential, though it must be designed to protect

subsistence farmers and the urban poor from

disproportionate burden. Subsidising the transition from

flood to drip and sprinkler irrigation, as several provincial

governments have piloted on a small scale, needs to move

from pilot to nationwide programme. Building codes should

mandate rainwater harvesting in new urban construction, as

some municipalities have begun to require. Investment in

additional water storage, through projects such as the

Diamer-Bhasha and Mohmand dams, is necessary to

capture monsoon flows currently lost to the sea rather than

stored for dry-season use, though such projects must be

paired with equally serious efforts at demand-side

efficiency, lest new storage simply enable continued waste.

Groundwater extraction requires regulation and metering to

arrest the alarming decline in water tables. And, threading
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through all of this, sustained public awareness campaigns,

drawing explicitly on cultural and religious motifs such as

the very maxim this essay examines, can shift social norms

in ways that regulation alone cannot achieve, because

norms shape behaviour even where enforcement is weak.

Ultimately, policy cannot substitute for the individual

conscience that the original teaching addresses. Every

citizen, whether performing ablution, washing a car,

irrigating a lawn, or leaving a tap running while brushing

their teeth, faces a version of Sa'd's stream: a moment of

apparent abundance in which restraint seems unnecessary

and is therefore most needed. Multiplied across two

hundred and forty million Pakistanis, small individual

disciplines aggregate into national consequence, just as

small individual wastes aggregate into national crisis. The

stream test, in other words, is not a historical curiosity but a

daily examination each person can choose to pass or fail.

In conclusion, the instruction not to waste water even at a

running stream compresses into a single sentence an entire

philosophy of stewardship, ecological realism, and

intergenerational justice. It anticipates, with striking

prescience, the central environmental challenge of the
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twenty-first century: that apparent abundance is not proof

against scarcity, and that the habits we form when

resources seem plentiful determine whether they remain so.

For Pakistan, a nation whose civilization was born on the

banks of the Indus and whose future now hangs on the

same river's uncertain flow, the maxim is no longer a matter

of private piety but of national survival. To heed it, through

reformed policy, modernised agriculture, disciplined urban

consumption, and a revived ethic of gratitude, is to choose a

future in which the stream continues to run. To ignore it is to

discover, too late, that even the mightiest river can run dry.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 2

Meaning of Purposive Education

Outline

1. Introduction: Education as a means, not an end in itself

2. Defining purposive education

a. Distinction from rote, credentialist schooling

b. Alignment with individual aptitude and societal need

3. Historical and philosophical foundations

a. Ancient models: Socratic dialogue, Islamic ta'lim and
tarbiyah

b. Enlightenment and utilitarian views (Dewey's "learning
by doing")

c. Iqbal's vision of education as self-actualisation (khudi)

4. Characteristics of purposive education

a. Clarity of objective

b. Relevance to economy and society

c. Character formation alongside intellect

d. Skill orientation and employability

e. Civic and moral consciousness

5. The crisis of purposeless education in Pakistan

a. Rote memorisation culture and exam-centric pedagogy

b. Mismatch between degrees and labour market demand
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c. Unemployment among graduates

d. Two-tier system: elite English-medium vs
under-resourced public/madrassa streams

e. Curriculum stagnation and lack of critical thinking
emphasis

6. Consequences of purposeless education

a. Brain drain

b. Social stratification

c. Radicalisation vulnerability among disengaged youth

d. Economic stagnation despite demographic dividend

7. Global best practices

a. Finland's competency-based system

b. Germany's vocational-dual education model

c. Singapore's skills-future framework

8. Reimagining purposive education for Pakistan

a. Curriculum reform toward critical thinking and
STEM-humanities balance

b. Technical and vocational training (TVET) expansion

c. Teacher training and pedagogy modernisation

d. Linking universities with industry

e. Character and civic education

f. Uniform education standards across public, private,
madrassa streams
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9. Role of technology and digital literacy in purposive
education

10. Conclusion: Education as the architecture of a
purposeful nation

Essay

Education, at its noblest, is not the accumulation of

certificates but the cultivation of a mind and character

equipped to serve a purpose, whether personal fulfilment,

economic productivity, or the moral progress of society.

Purposive education is precisely this: learning that is

deliberately oriented toward an end, rather than pursued as

a ritual of passing examinations and collecting credentials.

The distinction matters enormously, because a society can

be simultaneously highly literate and profoundly

directionless if its schooling produces graduates who can

recite but cannot think, who hold degrees but lack

employable skill, and who pass examinations without

acquiring the civic and moral compass that a functioning

nation requires. This essay argues that purposive

education, properly understood and implemented, is the

single most transformative investment a developing country

like Pakistan can make, and that the country's current

education system, for all its expansion in enrolment,
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remains largely disconnected from this purposive ideal.

To understand purposive education, it helps to define what

it is not. It is not education whose sole metric of success is

the number of years spent in a classroom or the grade

achieved on a standardised test. It is not a system

optimised for producing candidates who can reproduce

textbook answers without comprehending their application.

Rather, purposive education begins with a clear question:

what is this learning for? The answer might be economic

self-sufficiency, scientific advancement, moral formation,

civic participation, or the simple cultivation of a reflective

human being capable of independent judgment. Whatever

the answer, purposive education works backward from that

objective to design curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment

that genuinely serve it, rather than treating the objective as

an afterthought to a system built primarily around

examination logistics.

This idea is not new. Socrates conceived of education as

the art of drawing out latent understanding through dialogue

and inquiry, not the deposit of facts into a passive vessel.

Islamic educational tradition similarly distinguishes between

ta'lim, the imparting of knowledge, and tarbiyah, the
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nurturing of character, insisting that true learning integrates

both; a scholar without moral formation was, in classical

Islamic pedagogy, considered incompletely educated. In the

modern era, John Dewey's philosophy of "learning by doing"

argued that education divorced from lived experience and

practical application produces inert knowledge, information

that sits unused because it was never connected to a

purpose the learner could recognise. Pakistan's own

philosopher-poet, Allama Iqbal, envisioned education as the

awakening of khudi, or selfhood, a process by which the

individual discovers personal potential and channels it

toward constructive ends for both self and community.

Across these traditions, separated by centuries and

civilizations, runs a common thread: education is

meaningful only insofar as it serves a discernible purpose

beyond itself.

Purposive education, then, can be characterised by several

features. First, it possesses clarity of objective, whether that

objective is scientific literacy, vocational competence, or

civic virtue, and designs its methods accordingly rather than

defaulting to memorisation because it is easiest to test.

Second, it maintains relevance to the economic and social

context in which learners will apply their knowledge,



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 21

ensuring that what is taught bears some functional

relationship to what the labour market or society actually

needs. Third, it attends to character formation alongside

intellectual development, recognising that competence

without integrity produces capable people who may

nonetheless act destructively. Fourth, it is skill-oriented,

valuing the ability to do, create, and solve problems as

much as the ability to recall. Fifth, it cultivates civic and

moral consciousness, producing citizens who understand

their responsibilities to the collective, not merely their

entitlements as individuals.

Measured against this standard, Pakistan's education

system reveals a troubling gap between aspiration and

reality. Despite decades of policy documents invoking

purposive, holistic learning, the lived experience of most

students remains dominated by rote memorisation and an

exam-centric culture in which success is defined by the

ability to reproduce prescribed answers rather than to think

critically or apply knowledge. Textbooks in many public

schools remain outdated, pedagogy leans heavily on lecture

and repetition, and assessment rewards recall over

reasoning. The consequence is a generation that can pass

examinations while remaining ill-equipped to analyse a
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problem, communicate persuasively, or adapt to a changing

economy.

This mismatch between what is taught and what is needed

manifests starkly in the labour market. Pakistan produces

hundreds of thousands of university graduates annually, yet

graduate unemployment and underemployment remain

persistently high, a paradox that becomes explicable once

one recognises that the degrees being awarded frequently

do not correspond to skills employers require. Engineering

and business graduates emerge with theoretical grounding

but limited practical or digital competence; the technical and

vocational education and training sector, which in more

purposively organised economies absorbs a substantial

share of the workforce, remains chronically underfunded

and socially stigmatised as a lesser path compared to

university education, even though it often offers more direct

routes to employment.

Compounding this is Pakistan's fragmented, two-tier,

arguably three-tier education landscape: elite

English-medium private schools that prepare a small

minority for global competitiveness, a vast and

under-resourced public school system serving the majority
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with limited infrastructure and teacher capacity, and a

parallel madrassa network that, for millions of children,

particularly the poorest, is the only accessible option, often

emphasising religious instruction with limited integration of

contemporary skills. This stratification means that purposive

education, oriented toward both individual flourishing and

national development, is delivered unevenly, entrenching

rather than dissolving social inequality across generations.

The costs of this purposeless drift are substantial. Talented

graduates who cannot find meaningful employment at home

increasingly seek opportunity abroad, a brain drain that

deprives the country of exactly the human capital it needs to

develop. Social stratification hardens as the children of the

elite continue to access globally competitive education while

the majority remain confined to systems that limit their

mobility. Perhaps most gravely, disengaged, purposeless

youth, numerous in a country where a majority of the

population is under thirty, become more vulnerable to

extremist narratives that offer a sense of meaning and

belonging the formal education system has failed to provide.

Pakistan's much-discussed demographic dividend, the

potential economic boon of a young population, risks

becoming a demographic liability if that youth is not
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equipped with purposive, employable, and civically

grounded education.

International experience offers instructive alternatives.

Finland's education system, consistently ranked among the

world's most effective, emphasises competency and

understanding over standardised testing, grants teachers

substantial professional autonomy, and delays formal

schooling to prioritise holistic early development, an

approach explicitly purposive in its orientation toward deep

learning rather than examination performance. Germany's

dual vocational education system integrates classroom

instruction with structured workplace apprenticeship,

producing a highly skilled technical workforce and enjoying

social esteem comparable to university education, a model

that directly addresses the stigma TVET suffers in Pakistan.

Singapore's SkillsFuture initiative institutionalises lifelong

learning, providing citizens with credits and structured

pathways to continuously reskill in response to economic

change, recognising that purposive education does not end

with a diploma but must be an ongoing, adaptive process.

Reimagining purposive education for Pakistan requires

action on multiple fronts simultaneously. Curriculum reform
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must shift emphasis from rote memorisation toward critical

thinking, problem-solving, and a balanced integration of

STEM and humanities, equipping students not merely with

facts but with the reasoning skills to apply them. Technical

and vocational training must be expanded substantially and

destigmatised, positioned as a respected and viable

pathway rather than a fallback for those who fail

academically. Teacher training requires urgent

modernisation, since no curriculum reform can succeed

without educators equipped to teach inquiry-based,

purposive pedagogy rather than defaulting to rote

instruction out of habit or under-resourcing. Universities

must forge closer links with industry, through internships,

applied research, and curriculum co-design, to ensure

graduates emerge with skills the economy can absorb.

Character and civic education deserve explicit space in the

curriculum, not as an afterthought but as a core objective,

cultivating the moral and civic dimension that purposive

education, in every tradition examined above, insists cannot

be separated from intellectual formation. And critically, the

state must work toward harmonising standards across

public, private, and madrassa streams, so that purposive

education is not a privilege of the few but a right realised for

all, integrating contemporary skills into religious education
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and rigour into public schooling alike.

Technology and digital literacy represent both an

opportunity and an obligation within this reimagining. In a

world increasingly organised around digital tools, purposive

education must equip students with the capacity to

navigate, evaluate, and create using technology, not as an

optional add-on but as a core competency comparable to

literacy and numeracy. Pakistan's relatively young,

increasingly connected population offers fertile ground for

leapfrogging some infrastructural deficits through digital and

blended learning models, provided investment in

connectivity and digital pedagogy keeps pace with ambition.

In conclusion, purposive education is not a luxury or an

abstract pedagogical ideal; it is the mechanism by which a

nation converts its human potential into productive, ethical,

and adaptive citizenship. For Pakistan, a country with

abundant youthful energy but persistent underemployment,

social stratification, and vulnerability to extremism, the

stakes of getting this right could not be higher. The task is

not simply to educate more people, a metric in which

considerable progress has been made, but to educate them

purposively, toward clear, relevant, and morally grounded
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ends. Only then does education fulfil its true function: not

the production of certificates, but the architecture of a

purposeful nation.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 3

COVID-19: A Wake-Up Call for Pakistani
Researchers

Outline

1. Introduction: A pandemic as an unplanned audit of
national research capacity

2. The global research response to COVID-19: a
benchmark

a. Vaccine development speed (mRNA platforms)

b. Genomic surveillance and variant tracking

c. International collaborative science

3. Pakistan's pre-pandemic research landscape

a. Low R&D; spending as percentage of GDP

b. Weak university-industry linkage

c. Publish-for-promotion culture over applied impact

d. Brain drain of scientists

4. How Pakistani research performed during COVID-19

a. Genomic sequencing efforts (NIH Islamabad,
universities)

b. Local ventilator and PPE innovation attempts

c. Limitations: no locally developed vaccine, reliance on
imported diagnostics initially
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d. Data and epidemiological modelling gaps

5. Structural reasons for underperformance

a. Funding and equipment shortfalls

b. Fragmented coordination between HEC, NIH,
provincial health departments, universities

c. Weak biotech and pharmaceutical manufacturing base

d. Limited private sector R&D; investment

6. Comparative lessons

a. India's vaccine manufacturing (Serum Institute) and
genomic consortium (INSACOG)

b. Bangladesh's rapid diagnostic and PPE local
production

c. South Korea and Vietnam's data-driven public health
research response

7. Opportunities the pandemic revealed

a. Youth and diaspora scientific talent

b. Digital health and telemedicine innovation surge

c. Local pharmaceutical repurposing capacity

8. The way forward: building research resilience

a. Increasing R&D; investment and GDP allocation

b. National biotechnology and genomics infrastructure

c. University-industry-government triangulation

d. Reforming academic incentive structures toward
applied research
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e. Investing in epidemiology, data science, and public
health research capacity

f. Retaining and repatriating scientific talent

g. Regional and international research collaboration

9. Institutional case for a National Research and
Pandemic Preparedness Authority

10. Conclusion: Converting crisis into scientific
renaissance

Essay

Pandemics have historically functioned as brutal but honest

auditors of national capability, stripping away rhetoric to

reveal what a country can actually produce, test, and deliver

under pressure. COVID-19 performed this audit on the

entire world, and for Pakistan, the results were sobering.

While nations with robust research ecosystems raced from

viral genome to functioning vaccine in under a year, an

achievement without precedent in the history of medicine,

Pakistan found itself largely a consumer rather than a

producer of the science that determined survival, importing

vaccines, diagnostic kits, and even basic protective

equipment that a country of its size and talent pool should,

in principle, have been capable of manufacturing

domestically. This essay contends that COVID-19 was not
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merely a public health emergency for Pakistan but an

unmistakable wake-up call exposing decades of

underinvestment in research and development, and that

converting this wake-up call into sustained reform

represents one of the country's most urgent developmental

imperatives.

The global scientific response to COVID-19 set a

benchmark against which national capacities could be

starkly measured. Within weeks of the virus's genome being

sequenced and shared internationally, laboratories across

the world, particularly in the United States, Germany, and

China, began developing candidate vaccines, with mRNA

platforms delivering functional, highly effective vaccines in

under twelve months, compressing a process that

traditionally took a decade or more. Parallel to vaccine

development, an unprecedented global architecture of

genomic surveillance emerged, tracking viral mutations and

variant spread in near real time, enabling public health

authorities to anticipate and respond to new waves. This

was science conducted at wartime speed, enabled by

decades of prior investment in biotechnology infrastructure,

genomic sequencing capacity, and collaborative research

culture, investment that many countries, Pakistan included,
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had never made at comparable scale.

To understand why Pakistan struggled to keep pace, one

must examine the pre-pandemic state of its research

ecosystem. Pakistan has for decades spent a strikingly

small fraction of its GDP on research and development, far

below the levels sustained by comparable middle-income

economies and a fraction of what is considered necessary

to build genuine innovation capacity. University research

has often been disconnected from industrial or public health

application, with academic incentive structures rewarding

the sheer volume of published papers, frequently in journals

of limited rigor, over research with tangible societal impact.

This "publish or perish without translate" culture produced

credentials without corresponding capability. Compounding

this, decades of underfunded science education and limited

domestic research opportunity have driven many of the

country's most talented scientists abroad, a brain drain that

hollowed out precisely the expertise a pandemic response

would require.

Against this backdrop, Pakistan's actual performance during

COVID-19 was a mixture of genuine, if limited, achievement

and stark structural exposure. Institutions such as the
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National Institutes of Health in Islamabad, alongside several

universities, did conduct genomic sequencing of circulating

viral variants, contributing data to both national policy and

international databases, a creditable effort given resource

constraints. Local engineering talent, in a burst of

improvisational ingenuity, produced makeshift ventilators

and personal protective equipment in the pandemic's early,

most desperate months, demonstrating that capability exists

when urgency concentrates minds and resources. Yet these

were, fundamentally, adaptive and imitative responses

rather than the fruit of deep research infrastructure.

Pakistan developed no domestically designed vaccine

candidate that reached deployment, relying instead on

imported and later locally filled-and-finished vaccines

developed by China and other partners. Diagnostic testing

capacity in the pandemic's early weeks was alarmingly

limited, dependent on imported kits and reagents, a

vulnerability that briefly threatened the country's ability to

even measure the scale of the outbreak it faced.

Epidemiological modelling to inform lockdown and

reopening decisions relied substantially on international

frameworks adapted locally, rather than robust indigenous

public health research capacity generating Pakistan-specific

projections grounded in local data.
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These shortfalls were not accidents of the moment but the

predictable output of structural weaknesses accumulated

over decades. Chronic underfunding meant laboratories

lacked the equipment and reagent supply chains necessary

for rapid, large-scale genomic and diagnostic work.

Coordination between the Higher Education Commission,

the National Institutes of Health, provincial health

departments, and individual universities was frequently

fragmented, duplicating some efforts while leaving critical

gaps in others, absent an overarching national research

strategy for crisis response. Pakistan's biotechnology and

pharmaceutical manufacturing base, while not negligible,

particularly in generic drug production, lacked the

sophistication required for vaccine research and large-scale

biologics manufacturing. Private sector investment in

research and development remained minimal, reflecting

both limited capital availability and a business culture

historically oriented toward trading and assembly rather

than innovation.

The contrast with regional peers sharpens the lesson. India,

leveraging decades of investment in its pharmaceutical and

biotechnology sector, hosted the Serum Institute of India,

the world's largest vaccine manufacturer by volume, which
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produced vaccines not only for domestic use but for export

across the developing world, while its INSACOG genomic

surveillance consortium coordinated variant tracking across

dozens of laboratories nationwide. Bangladesh, despite a

comparable or lower per-capita income to Pakistan, rapidly

scaled local production of diagnostic kits and personal

protective equipment through its established garment and

pharmaceutical manufacturing base, demonstrating that

existing industrial capacity, when purposefully redirected,

can substitute for the absence of frontier biotechnology.

Beyond South Asia, South Korea and Vietnam showcased

how data-driven public health research, digital contact

tracing, and rigorous epidemiological modelling, built on

sustained prior investment in health information systems,

could suppress transmission far more effectively than

reactive, under-informed policy.

Yet amid these deficits, the pandemic also revealed

genuine reservoirs of untapped potential. Pakistan's young

population includes a substantial cohort of trained scientists,

engineers, and technologists, both at home and in an

extensive global diaspora, whose expertise, if better

connected to domestic institutions, could accelerate

research capacity considerably. The pandemic catalysed a
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rapid surge in digital health and telemedicine innovation, as

clinicians and technologists improvised remote consultation

platforms in the absence of established infrastructure,

hinting at the adaptive creativity available when necessity

demands it. Pakistan's existing generic pharmaceutical

manufacturing base demonstrated some capacity for

repurposing production lines toward pandemic-related

supplies, a foundation that, with investment, could be

extended toward more sophisticated biologics.

Converting this wake-up call into durable reform requires

deliberate, sustained action across several fronts.

Foremost, Pakistan must substantially raise research and

development investment as a share of GDP, moving toward

levels that reflect a serious national commitment to scientific

capacity rather than treating research as a discretionary

budget line. Building dedicated national biotechnology and

genomics infrastructure, including modern sequencing and

diagnostic laboratories distributed beyond the federal

capital, would ensure the country is not caught flat-footed by

the next pathogen, a matter of when rather than if given

global patterns of emerging infectious disease.

Triangulating universities, industry, and government through

structured partnerships, joint research grants tied to applied
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outcomes, industry-sponsored laboratories, and

mechanisms for translating academic research into

manufactured products, would close the gap between

publication and practical capability. Academic incentive

structures require reform to reward applied, translatable

research alongside theoretical publication, shifting the

culture from quantity of papers toward quality of impact.

Deliberate investment in epidemiology, biostatistics, and

public health research capacity would ensure future crises

are met with locally grounded data and modelling rather

than borrowed frameworks. Programmes to retain domestic

scientific talent and actively repatriate diaspora expertise,

through competitive funding, modern facilities, and career

pathways, would begin reversing decades of brain drain.

Finally, deeper regional and international research

collaboration, including participation in global genomic

surveillance networks and joint research consortia, would

allow Pakistan to both contribute to and benefit from the

collective scientific enterprise rather than remaining at its

periphery.

A concrete institutional step that would embody these

reforms is the establishment of a National Research and

Pandemic Preparedness Authority, an entity empowered to
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coordinate research funding, stockpile strategic diagnostic

and manufacturing capacity, maintain genomic surveillance

infrastructure on a continuous rather than crisis-triggered

basis, and serve as the single coordinating node between

the fragmented institutions that struggled to align during

COVID-19. Such a body, insulated from short-term political

cycles and staffed with genuine scientific expertise, could

ensure that the lessons of this pandemic are

institutionalised rather than forgotten once the immediate

crisis recedes, a fate that has befallen many

well-intentioned post-crisis reform commitments in

Pakistan's history.

In conclusion, COVID-19 exposed, with unforgiving clarity,

the distance between Pakistan's scientific aspirations and

its actual research capacity. The country did not fail

catastrophically, its improvisational responses and existing

pharmaceutical base provided a floor beneath which the

crisis did not fall, but neither did it perform at a level

commensurate with its population, talent, and regional

standing. The pandemic should be understood not as an

isolated emergency now safely past, but as a rehearsal for

future crises, biological, environmental, or otherwise, that

will similarly test national research capacity under pressure.
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Whether Pakistan treats this as a genuine wake-up call,

translating exposed vulnerability into sustained investment

and reform, or allows the urgency to fade with the

headlines, will determine whether the next pandemic finds a

nation prepared or, once again, caught improvising at the

margins of global science.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 4

Human Inventions Move the Societies
Backward

Outline

1. Introduction: The paradox of progress - invention as
both liberator and captor

2. Understanding the claim: what "backward" could mean
beyond the literal

3. The case FOR the proposition: how inventions have
regressed society

a. Erosion of human relationships (social media,
smartphones)

b. Environmental degradation (industrial invention, fossil
fuel technology)

c. Weaponisation and mass destruction capability

d. Automation-driven unemployment and inequality

e. Cognitive and attention decline; erosion of critical
thinking

f. Loss of traditional skills, community structures, and
craftsmanship

g. Surveillance technology and erosion of
privacy/freedom
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4. The case AGAINST the proposition: inventions as
engines of progress

a. Medicine and increased life expectancy

b. Communication technology bridging distance

c. Poverty reduction through industrial and agricultural
technology

d. Access to information and democratisation of
knowledge

e. Renewable energy and technological solutions to
technological problems

5. Historical perspective: every age has feared its
inventions (printing press, industrial machinery,
television)

6. The real variable: human wisdom in wielding invention,
not the invention itself

7. Case studies of dual-edged inventions

a. Nuclear technology: energy vs. bomb
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addiction
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debates
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a. Mobile banking and financial inclusion
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b. Social media and political polarisation/misinformation

c. Agricultural technology and farmer livelihoods

9. Striking the balance: regulation, ethics, and purposeful
design

10. Conclusion: Inventions are mirrors, not masters - the
direction of movement depends on human choice

Essay

To claim that human inventions move societies backward is

to make a provocative wager against the entire narrative of

human progress, a narrative built on the eradication of

diseases that once killed a third of infants in their first year,

on the shrinking of a world where crossing oceans once

took months to hours, and on the transmission of the sum of

human knowledge to anyone holding a device that fits in a

pocket. And yet the claim is not baseless hyperbole; it

draws on genuine and mounting evidence that our most

celebrated creations have also fractured communities,

degraded the planet that sustains us, and armed humanity

with the capacity for its own annihilation. This essay argues

that the truth lies not in a simple affirmation or denial of the

proposition, but in recognising that invention is inherently

double-edged, and that whether a given technology moves

society forward or backward depends less on the invention
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itself than on the wisdom, or its absence, with which

humanity chooses to wield it.

Before evaluating the claim, it is worth clarifying what

"backward" might mean in this context, since inventions

rarely reverse the literal calendar. Movement backward, in

this framing, refers to the erosion of qualities long

considered markers of civilizational advance: strong human

relationships, psychological wellbeing, environmental

sustainability, equitable distribution of opportunity, and

moral and physical security. A society can grow richer in

gadgets while growing poorer in these deeper measures,

and it is this possibility that the proposition under

examination asks us to take seriously.

The case for the proposition is not difficult to construct, and

it draws on evidence accumulating rapidly in recent

decades. Consider first the erosion of human relationships.

The smartphone and social media, inventions celebrated at

their advent as tools of unprecedented connection, have

been increasingly implicated in rising rates of loneliness,

anxiety, and depression, particularly among adolescents,

whose face-to-face social development has been

substantially displaced by mediated, often
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comparison-driven digital interaction. Family dinners

increasingly compete with screens; genuine community,

built through repeated physical presence and mutual

obligation, is replaced by the thin substitute of "likes" and

notifications. In this sense, an invention meant to connect

has measurably contributed to disconnection.

Consider, too, the environmental ledger. The very industrial

inventions, the steam engine, the internal combustion

engine, the coal-fired power plant, that propelled humanity

out of agrarian subsistence and toward material abundance,

are the same technologies responsible for the carbon

emissions now destabilising the planet's climate. Glaciers

retreat, sea levels rise, and extreme weather intensifies in

direct consequence of the industrial invention that centuries

of economists celebrated as unambiguous progress. A

society that inherits a less habitable planet than the one it

was given, regardless of how many material comforts it has

accumulated along the way, has in a crucial sense moved

backward.

The weaponisation of invention presents perhaps the

starkest case. Nuclear fission, a discovery of extraordinary

scientific brilliance, was almost immediately converted into a
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weapon capable of annihilating cities in seconds, and the

world has lived since 1945 under the shadow of mutually

assured destruction, a psychological and strategic burden

no prior civilization carried. Every major leap in destructive

capacity, from gunpowder to the machine gun to chemical

weapons to autonomous drones, has been an invention

initially justified by some claim of necessity or progress, yet

each has expanded humanity's capacity to harm itself.

Automation and artificial intelligence, meanwhile, threaten

to displace vast segments of the workforce faster than

economies can absorb the transition, concentrating wealth

among those who own the technology while leaving

displaced workers with diminished bargaining power and, in

many cases, diminished dignity. Attention itself has become

a commodified battlefield, with algorithms engineered to

maximise engagement rather than wellbeing, arguably

eroding the collective human capacity for sustained, critical

thought. And the same digital infrastructure that promises

connection has also enabled surveillance at a scale no

authoritarian regime of the twentieth century could have

imagined, from facial recognition to data harvesting,

narrowing the sphere of genuine privacy and, with it,

freedom.
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Yet the case against the proposition is at least as

compelling, and arguably more so when measured across

the full sweep of human welfare. Medical invention, from

vaccination to antibiotics to modern surgical technique, has

more than doubled global life expectancy over the past two

centuries and eradicated diseases that once killed with

terrifying regularity; a child born today, virtually anywhere in

the world, faces a probability of survival to adulthood that

would have seemed miraculous to any prior generation.

Communication technology, whatever its documented

harms, has also allowed families separated by migration to

maintain daily contact, enabled social movements to

organise and hold power accountable, and given voice to

communities historically excluded from public discourse.

Industrial and agricultural technology lifted billions out of the

subsistence poverty that defined the human condition for

most of history, a fact easily forgotten by those who critique

modernity from within its material comforts. The

democratisation of information through the internet, despite

its very real problems of misinformation, has placed the

accumulated knowledge of humanity within reach of anyone

with a connection, a resource that a scholar of any previous

century would have considered beyond price.
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A historical perspective further complicates the proposition.

Every significant invention has, at its introduction, provoked

fears of societal regression. Socrates himself reportedly

worried that writing would erode memory and produce only

the appearance of wisdom. The printing press was

denounced by some contemporaries as a threat to authentic

learning and social order, even as it enabled the

Reformation, the scientific revolution, and mass literacy.

Industrial machinery in nineteenth-century Britain provoked

the Luddite movement, workers who, not without reason

given their immediate economic displacement, saw the

machine as an enemy of livelihood, even as industrialisation

ultimately, over generations, raised living standards

immeasurably. Television was accused, much like

smartphones today, of degrading attention and family life.

This recurring pattern suggests that the anxiety generated

by new invention is not proof of genuine societal regression

but a recurring feature of how societies negotiate disruptive

change, a negotiation that has, on the whole, historically

resolved toward net human benefit, albeit unevenly

distributed and rarely without cost.

The more precise diagnosis, then, is that the direction of

movement, forward or backward, is determined not by the
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invention itself but by the wisdom, regulation, and values

that societies bring to its deployment. Nuclear technology

exemplifies this duality with brutal clarity: the same physics

that produces a weapon of mass destruction also produces

carbon-free energy capable of powering cities without

contributing to climate change; the difference lies entirely in

human choice and governance. The internet simultaneously

democratises knowledge and incubates misinformation and

addiction, depending on the design choices of platforms, the

media literacy of users, and the regulatory frameworks

societies choose, or fail, to construct. Artificial intelligence

carries similar duality, promising extraordinary gains in

productivity, medical diagnosis, and scientific discovery,

while simultaneously raising legitimate concerns about job

displacement, algorithmic bias, and, in more speculative but

increasingly serious expert discourse, existential risk if

developed without adequate safeguards.

Pakistan's own experience with technology illustrates this

duality vividly. Mobile banking and digital financial services

have extended formal financial inclusion to millions

previously excluded from the banking system, particularly

women and rural populations, a genuine and measurable

step forward in economic empowerment. Simultaneously,



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 49

social media has become a vector for political polarisation

and the rapid spread of misinformation, occasionally with

violent consequence, revealing how the same platforms that

empower can also destabilise when unaccompanied by

adequate digital literacy or regulatory maturity. Agricultural

technology has improved yields for farmers with access to

capital and knowledge, while leaving smallholder farmers,

lacking such access, further behind, illustrating how

invention without inclusive design can deepen rather than

resolve inequality.

The path forward, therefore, is neither uncritical technophilia

nor reflexive technophobia, but the deliberate cultivation of

ethical, regulatory, and educational frameworks capable of

steering invention toward its beneficial potential while

restraining its harms. This means investing in digital literacy

so that citizens can navigate information technology

critically rather than passively. It means regulatory

frameworks, developed with genuine technical

understanding rather than reactive panic, that govern

artificial intelligence, data privacy, and platform design with

the public interest, not merely commercial engagement

metrics, as the guiding standard. It means international

cooperation to contain the most destructive potential of
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dual-use technology, as has been attempted, imperfectly

but not without success, in nuclear non-proliferation

regimes. And it means designing invention itself, from its

earliest stages, with attention to social and environmental

consequence rather than treating such consequence as an

externality to be managed only after the damage is done.

In conclusion, the proposition that human inventions move

societies backward captures a genuine and urgent truth

about the costs, environmental, psychological, social, and

existential, that accompany technological advance, costs

too often minimised in triumphalist accounts of progress.

Yet it is equally true that invention has lifted billions from

poverty, extended and improved the quality of human life,

and expanded the horizons of what individuals and societies

can achieve. The honest conclusion, then, is not that

invention moves society backward, nor unambiguously

forward, but that invention is a mirror reflecting the wisdom

or folly of the hands that wield it. Whether the great

inventions of this century, artificial intelligence chief among

them, become chapters of progress or regression will be

decided not by the technology itself but by whether

humanity summons the ethical seriousness and institutional

foresight to govern what it has created. The direction of
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movement remains, as it always has, a matter of human

choice.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 5

Universal Human Equality Is Utopic
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outcome vs. equality of opportunity

3. The philosophical case for equality as an ideal
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4. The empirical case that full equality is utopic
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entirely desirable
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Essay
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Few ideas have inspired as much moral aspiration,

revolutionary fervour, and philosophical debate as the

notion that all human beings are, or ought to be, equal.

From the Quranic assertion that no Arab has superiority

over a non-Arab except through piety, to the

Enlightenment's proclamation that all men are created

equal, to the twentieth century's great struggles against

colonialism, apartheid, and patriarchy, humanity has

repeatedly reached toward a horizon of universal equality.

And yet, at every point in recorded history, actual human

societies have organised themselves hierarchically, by

wealth, caste, gender, race, or power, in ways that persist

stubbornly despite each generation's moral protest. This

essay examines the proposition that universal human

equality is utopic, meaning an ideal unattainable in practice,

and concludes that while perfect, comprehensive equality

across all dimensions of human life is indeed likely beyond

reach, this does not diminish the value of equality as a

guiding aspiration; rather, it clarifies the more precise and

achievable forms of equality that societies should pursue.

The concept of equality requires careful unpacking, since

the word conceals several distinct meanings often conflated

in public debate. Equality of worth or dignity holds that every
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human being possesses inherent value regardless of birth,

ability, or circumstance, a moral claim rather than an

empirical description. Equality of opportunity holds that

individuals should face comparable starting conditions and

chances to pursue their goals, regardless of accidents of

birth. Equality of outcome, the most radical and contested

formulation, holds that the actual results of human

endeavour, income, status, achievement, should converge

across the population. Much confusion in debates about

equality arises from treating these as interchangeable when

they carry very different implications and very different

degrees of plausibility.

The philosophical case for equality as an ideal is formidable

and deeply rooted across civilizations. Religious traditions

have long articulated the fundamental equality of human

beings before their creator, regardless of worldly status;

Islamic teaching, for instance, insists that distinction before

God is a matter of piety and conduct alone, not lineage,

wealth, or race, a principle dramatically enacted in the Hajj,

where pilgrims of every social station stand undifferentiated

in simple white garments. The Enlightenment secularised

and universalised this intuition, embedding it in the political

architecture of modern states through documents such as
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the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which asserts

that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and

rights. These are not trivial or merely rhetorical

commitments; they have driven the abolition of slavery, the

extension of suffrage, and the dismantling, at least in law, of

numerous formal systems of discrimination.

Yet set against this aspirational architecture is an empirical

record that resists full realisation of the ideal. Human beings

are not born with identical talents, temperaments, or

capacities; variation in intelligence, physical ability,

creativity, and disposition is a biological reality that no social

arrangement can eliminate, even as it can be nurtured or

neglected. Every civilization for which historical records

exist, without meaningful exception, has organised itself

hierarchically, whether through caste, class, dynasty, or

more fluid but persistent economic stratification, suggesting

that hierarchy, in some form, may be a recurring feature of

complex human social organisation rather than a mere

historical accident awaiting correction. Contemporary data

reinforces this picture starkly: a small fraction of the world's

population commands a disproportionate share of global

wealth, a concentration that has, by many measures,

intensified rather than diminished in the era of globalised
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capital markets. Structural inequalities, based on caste in

South Asia, race in parts of the West, gender nearly

everywhere, and class across virtually all societies, persist

despite decades of legal reform aimed at their eradication.

Political theorists such as Vilfredo Pareto and Gaetano

Mosca, examining this pattern, argued that elite formation

and stratification are essentially inevitable features of

organised society, with revolutions typically replacing one

elite with another rather than abolishing hierarchy

altogether, a sobering thesis that finds considerable, if

uncomfortable, support in historical experience.

There are, moreover, reasons to question whether perfect

equality of outcome would even be desirable, quite apart

from whether it is achievable. Economic systems rely

substantially on incentive structures, differentiated reward

for differentiated effort, risk, and innovation, to sustain the

dynamism that generates the resources societies

redistribute in the first place; historical experiments in

radically egalitarian outcome, most notably certain

command economies of the twentieth century, achieved

reductions in visible inequality but often at the cost of

severe economic stagnation and, in some cases, new and

brutal forms of political inequality between party elites and
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ordinary citizens. Human diversity of talent, similarly, is

arguably a social asset rather than a problem to be

engineered away; a society composed of undifferentiated

equals in ability would lose the complementary

specialisation, the surgeon, the farmer, the engineer, the

artist, that allows collective human achievement to exceed

what any individual could accomplish alone.

Given this tension between aspiration and empirical

constraint, it is important to distinguish utopian equality, the

elimination of all difference in condition and outcome, from

meaningful and genuinely achievable forms of equality that

remain worth pursuing with full moral seriousness. Equality

before the law, the principle that every citizen faces the

same legal standards and protections regardless of status,

is both achievable and, where implemented, transformative,

even if imperfectly realised in practice. Equal opportunity,

ensuring that a child's life chances are not predetermined by

the accident of their birth into poverty, a particular caste, or

a marginalised gender, represents an ambitious but not

utopian goal, one that focused policy, education, and

institutional reform can measurably advance even without

achieving perfection. The distinction between equity,

ensuring people have what they need to reach comparable
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starting points given differing circumstances, and strict

equality, treating everyone identically regardless of differing

need, offers a further refinement, recognising that identical

treatment of unequal starting conditions can itself

perpetuate rather than resolve unfairness.

History offers instructive, if incomplete, cases of progress

toward these more achievable forms of equality. The

Scandinavian welfare states, through progressive taxation,

universal healthcare and education, and robust social safety

nets, have achieved dramatically lower levels of income

inequality and higher social mobility than most of the world,

without eliminating difference in wealth or status altogether,

demonstrating that substantial, meaningful movement

toward equality is achievable even if the utopian endpoint

remains elusive. Civil rights movements across the

twentieth century secured formal legal equality for groups

previously subject to codified discrimination, a monumental

achievement even though social and economic equality, as

measured by outcomes, continues to lag behind the legal

victories in many of the same societies, illustrating the gap

between equality as a legal guarantee and equality as a

lived, comprehensive reality. Gender equality has advanced

substantially by numerous measures globally, in education,
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political representation, and legal rights, even as significant

gaps persist in pay, unpaid labour burden, and

representation at the highest levels of power, underscoring

that progress and persistent inequality can coexist within

the same historical trajectory.

Pakistan's own struggle with equality illustrates both the

depth of the challenge and the value of continued effort

despite it. Feudal land ownership structures in parts of rural

Pakistan continue to concentrate economic and political

power in the hands of a small landed elite, constraining the

social mobility of tenant families across generations in ways

that formal legal equality has done little to dislodge. Gender

disparities remain stark, particularly in rural areas, where

access to education, healthcare, and economic participation

for women lags substantially behind urban and male

counterparts, despite constitutional guarantees of equal

rights. Rural-urban divides in access to quality education,

healthcare, and infrastructure similarly undermine the

equality of opportunity the constitution promises on paper.

And yet, the very existence of these constitutional

guarantees, and the ongoing political and civil society

mobilisation to realise them more fully, whether through

women's political reservation, minority rights protections, or
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expanded access to education, demonstrates that the

pursuit of equality, even when its complete realisation

remains distant, generates genuine and measurable

improvement over time.

This suggests the appropriate pragmatic stance: treating

universal equality not as a destination to be reached and

then checked off, but as a horizon that recedes as one

approaches it, useful precisely because it orients

continuous effort rather than because it is ever fully

attained. A compass need not be a map of one's exact

destination to be indispensable for navigation; it simply

needs to indicate a consistent direction. Universal human

equality, understood this way, functions less as an

achievable policy target and more as a moral compass

guiding the continuous refinement of law, institution, and

culture toward ever-greater fairness, even as perfect,

comprehensive equality across every dimension of human

difference and outcome likely remains, and perhaps must

remain, beyond final reach.

In conclusion, the proposition that universal human equality

is utopic contains an important and defensible truth: the

complete elimination of hierarchy, difference in outcome,
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and disparity in condition across all of humanity is not a

realistic prospect, given both the empirical realities of

human variation and the historical persistence of

stratification across every civilization on record. But this

recognition should not curdle into cynicism or complacency.

The most meaningful forms of equality, before the law, in

opportunity, in fundamental dignity, remain achievable, and

history demonstrates that societies which pursue them

seriously, even knowing the utopian endpoint will never be

fully reached, produce measurably fairer and more humane

outcomes than those that abandon the pursuit altogether.

Equality, in the end, is less a destination than a direction,

and it is the walking toward it, not the arrival, that has

always defined humanity's moral progress.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 6

Bureaucracy Doldrums

Outline

1. Introduction: The doldrums metaphor - bureaucracy
becalmed

2. Defining bureaucracy: Weber's rational-legal ideal vs.
lived reality

3. Symptoms of bureaucratic doldrums

a. Red tape and procedural delay

b. Risk-aversion and file-pushing culture ("chalta hai" and
"not my file" syndrome)

c. Overstaffing alongside understaffing in critical roles

d. Political interference and frequent transfers

e. Corruption and rent-seeking

f. Outdated colonial-era structures and mindset

4. Historical roots of Pakistan's bureaucratic malaise

a. Colonial administrative inheritance (steel frame
designed to control, not serve)

b. Post-independence continuity without reform

c. Politicisation since the 1973 constitutional and
administrative reforms

5. Costs of bureaucratic doldrums
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a. Economic cost: ease of doing business rankings,
investment deterrence

b. Governance cost: poor service delivery to citizens

c. Erosion of public trust

d. Talent flight from and within civil service

6. Comparative examples of bureaucratic reform success

a. Singapore's meritocratic, digitised civil service

b. Estonia's e-governance model

c. Rwanda's performance-based public administration
reform

7. Attempts at reform in Pakistan and their limitations

a. Civil service reform commissions

b. E-governance initiatives (partial success)

c. Right to information laws

8. A reform roadmap

a. Depoliticising postings and tenure security

b. Digitisation and e-governance to reduce discretion and
delay

c. Performance-based evaluation and accountability

d. Right-sizing and specialisation over generalist rotation

e. Citizen-centric service delivery models (one-window
operations)

f. Anti-corruption institutional strengthening
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9. The human element: changing culture, not just
structure

10. Conclusion: From doldrums to dynamism

Essay

Sailors of the age of sail feared nothing quite so much as

the doldrums, that equatorial belt of ocean where winds fall

silent and ships, however well-built and well-crewed, sit

motionless for days or weeks, their sails hanging limp while

provisions dwindle and morale decays. The metaphor

translates with uncomfortable precision to the condition of

bureaucratic administration across much of the developing

world, and nowhere more so than in Pakistan, where an

apparatus theoretically designed to propel governance and

public service instead too often becalms it, trapping files,

decisions, and citizens' legitimate claims in a windless

expanse of procedure without progress. This essay

examines the causes, costs, and possible cures of what

might be called bureaucracy doldrums, arguing that while

the malaise is deep and historically rooted, it is neither

permanent nor beyond the reach of deliberate reform.

Max Weber, the sociologist whose theory of bureaucracy

remains the foundational reference for understanding
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modern administration, envisioned bureaucracy as a

rational-legal ideal: hierarchical, rule-bound, staffed by

trained professionals selected on merit, and oriented toward

efficient, impartial execution of policy. In this ideal form,

bureaucracy is not an obstacle to governance but its very

instrument, providing the continuity, expertise, and

impartiality that elected governments, with their shorter time

horizons and political pressures, cannot supply alone. The

doldrums condition arises precisely when this instrument

seizes up, when the rules meant to ensure fairness instead

become shields against decision, when the hierarchy meant

to ensure accountability instead diffuses responsibility until

no one is answerable, and when the very features designed

to make bureaucracy reliable make it, instead, immobile.

The symptoms of this condition are familiar to anyone who

has navigated Pakistan's public administration, whether

registering a property, seeking a passport, or awaiting a

government tender decision. Red tape, procedural

requirements that multiply without corresponding benefit to

either efficiency or accountability, delays even routine

transactions into weeks or months. A pervasive culture of

risk-aversion, captured in the popular shorthand of officials

preferring to pass a file onward rather than sign a decision
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that might later attract scrutiny, has produced what critics

describe as a "not my file" syndrome, where responsibility is

endlessly deferred rather than exercised. Ironically, this

occurs alongside chronic staffing imbalances, with

overstaffing in low-productivity clerical roles coexisting with

critical shortages of specialised technical expertise where it

is most needed. Political interference compounds the

dysfunction: officers are frequently transferred, sometimes

multiple times within a single year, in response to political

rather than administrative considerations, destroying the

institutional continuity and accumulated local knowledge

that effective administration requires. Corruption and

rent-seeking, whether petty bribery to expedite routine

services or larger-scale capture of procurement and

regulatory processes, further erodes both efficiency and

public trust. And beneath all of this lies a structural and

cultural inheritance from a colonial administrative system

explicitly designed, not to serve citizens as stakeholders,

but to control a subject population on behalf of a distant

imperial authority.

This colonial inheritance deserves particular attention as a

root cause. The Indian Civil Service, the "steel frame" upon

which Pakistan's bureaucracy was substantially built at
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independence, was engineered for control, extraction, and

order maintenance, prioritising hierarchy, procedural

formality, and generalist administrative authority over

citizen-centred service delivery or technical specialisation.

At independence, rather than fundamentally reimagining

this inherited structure for the purposes of a democratic,

developmental state, Pakistan largely preserved it, adapting

personnel but not philosophy. Subsequent decades saw

further complication rather than resolution: administrative

reforms in the early 1970s, intended to modernise and

depoliticise the civil service, instead in practice increased

political discretion over postings and transfers, deepening

rather than reducing the vulnerability of bureaucratic

careers to political patronage, a dynamic that persists in

substantial measure to the present day.

The costs of this prolonged doldrums are severe and

multidimensional. Economically, Pakistan has consistently

ranked poorly on international measures of ease of doing

business and regulatory efficiency, a reality that deters both

domestic and foreign investment, as businesses factor in

the time, uncertainty, and informal costs of navigating a

sluggish and occasionally predatory bureaucratic process.

In terms of governance, ordinary citizens bear the direct
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cost of delayed and inconsistent service delivery, whether in

obtaining documentation, accessing social protection

programmes, or resolving disputes through administrative

channels, a burden that falls disproportionately on those

least able to absorb it, the poor and marginalised who

cannot afford intermediaries or informal payments to

expedite their claims. Public trust in government institutions

erodes correspondingly, feeding cynicism about the state's

capacity or willingness to serve its citizens, a corrosive

dynamic in a country already contending with weak

institutional legitimacy in several domains. And within the

civil service itself, talented individuals increasingly seek exit,

whether to the private sector, international organisations, or

emigration, when they perceive that merit and initiative are

less rewarded within the system than seniority, connection,

or risk-averse conformity.

Comparative experience demonstrates that bureaucratic

doldrums are not an inevitable feature of developing-country

administration but a solvable problem given sufficient

political will and institutional design. Singapore transformed

a colonial-era civil service into one of the world's most

efficient and least corrupt public administrations through a

deliberate combination of meritocratic recruitment and
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promotion, competitive compensation designed to reduce

the incentive for corruption, rigorous performance

evaluation, and early, sustained investment in digitisation.

Estonia, emerging from Soviet administrative structures with

resource constraints considerably tighter than Pakistan's,

built one of the world's most advanced e-governance

systems, allowing citizens to complete the overwhelming

majority of government transactions online, dramatically

reducing the discretion, delay, and opportunity for

rent-seeking that characterises paper-based, in-person

bureaucratic interaction. Rwanda, rebuilding its state

institutions after catastrophic conflict, implemented

performance contracts, known as imihigo, at multiple levels

of government, creating measurable accountability for

public officials tied to concrete developmental outcomes, a

model frequently cited as evidence that even

resource-constrained post-conflict states can engineer

significant bureaucratic performance improvement through

deliberate design rather than waiting for organic cultural

change.

Pakistan has not been wholly without reform attempts,

though their impact has generally fallen short of

transformative. Various civil service reform commissions
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across decades have produced substantive diagnostic

reports and recommendations, many of which, however,

were only partially implemented or quietly shelved as

political priorities shifted. E-governance initiatives at federal

and provincial levels, including online land record systems,

digital tax filing, and citizen portals, have delivered genuine,

measurable improvements in specific domains,

demonstrating the potential of digitisation to cut through

procedural bottlenecks, even as coverage and consistency

remain uneven across departments and provinces. Right to

information legislation, enacted federally and in several

provinces, has provided citizens and civil society with new

tools to demand transparency and accountability from public

bodies, though implementation and enforcement continue to

lag behind the legislative promise.

A credible reform roadmap must address both structure and

culture simultaneously. Depoliticising postings and

transfers, through statutory tenure security for key

administrative positions and transparent, merit-based

criteria for appointment, would restore the institutional

continuity and professional confidence that arbitrary political

interference currently undermines. Expanding digitisation

and e-governance across the full range of citizen-facing
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services would reduce the discretionary human contact

points where delay and rent-seeking flourish, following the

demonstrated success of similar reforms elsewhere.

Introducing genuine performance-based evaluation, with

consequences for both under-performance and excellence,

would begin to shift incentives away from risk-averse

file-pushing toward proactive, accountable decision-making.

Right-sizing the civil service, reducing overstaffing in

redundant clerical functions while investing in specialised

technical expertise where it is genuinely needed, would

align capacity with actual governance requirements rather

than historical inertia. Citizen-centric service delivery

models, such as consolidated one-window operations that

have shown promise in several provincial pilots, should be

scaled nationally to reduce the multiple, sequential

bureaucratic touchpoints that currently frustrate routine

citizen transactions. And sustained strengthening of

anti-corruption institutions, with genuine investigative and

prosecutorial independence, is necessary to address the

rent-seeking dimension of bureaucratic dysfunction that

structural reform alone cannot fully resolve.

Beyond structural reform, however, lies the harder task of

cultural transformation. Structures can be redesigned by



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 73

decree; the deeply embedded organisational culture of

risk-aversion, deference to seniority over competence, and

passive rule-following over active problem-solving changes

more slowly, requiring sustained leadership commitment,

changed training curricula at civil service academies, and,

crucially, visible reward for officers who exercise initiative

and genuine service orientation rather than mere procedural

compliance. Without this cultural shift, structural reforms risk

being absorbed and neutralised by an unchanged

institutional ethos, as has occurred with several

well-designed but ultimately underwhelming past reform

efforts.

In conclusion, Pakistan's bureaucracy doldrums are real,

historically rooted, and costly, imposing a drag on economic

development, citizen welfare, and public trust that the

country can ill afford given its other developmental

challenges. Yet the condition is not a fixed feature of the

administrative landscape but the product of specific,

identifiable structural and cultural failures, failures that

comparative experience from Singapore to Estonia to

Rwanda demonstrates can be substantially addressed

given sustained political commitment and coherent design.

The wind that fills a becalmed ship's sails does not arrive by
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accident; it requires the ship's crew to navigate deliberately

toward more favourable waters. Similarly, moving

Pakistan's bureaucracy out of its doldrums will require

deliberate, sustained navigation by political leadership and

administrative reformers alike, rather than a passive hope

that favourable winds will eventually return on their own.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 7

Gender Equality: A Popular Slogan

Outline

1. Introduction: A phrase on every banner, a reality still
contested

2. Understanding the charge: why gender equality is
called "just a slogan"

3. Evidence supporting the critique

a. Gap between constitutional/legal commitments and
implementation

b. Global gender gap statistics (economic participation,
political representation, pay gap)

c. Performative corporate and political gestures
(gender-washing)

d. Persistent violence against women despite legislative
promises

e. Pakistan-specific gaps: education, labour force
participation, honour-based violence, inheritance rights
denial

4. Why the critique, though partly valid, is not the whole
truth

a. Genuine legal and normative progress over decades
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b. Measurable gains: female literacy, political
representation via reserved seats, workforce entry

c. Grassroots movements achieving real change (Aurat
March, women's rights litigation)

5. Structural roots of the gap between slogan and
substance

a. Patriarchal cultural norms embedded pre-dating legal
reform

b. Weak enforcement mechanisms

c. Economic dependency and lack of financial autonomy

d. Religious misinterpretation vs. actual Islamic teachings
on women's rights

e. Political tokenism (reserved seats without real power)

6. Comparative global examples

a. Rwanda's parliamentary representation

b. Nordic countries' substantive equality policies (parental
leave, pay transparency)

c. Countries where legal equality has not translated to
social equality

7. Turning slogan into substance: what genuine gender
equality requires

a. Enforcement of existing laws (workplace harassment,
inheritance, domestic violence)

b. Economic empowerment and financial inclusion
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c. Education, especially girls' secondary and higher
education

d. Political empowerment beyond token representation

e. Changing social norms through media, religious
scholarship, and education curricula

f. Male engagement and allyship

8. Pakistan's path: converting rhetoric into results

9. Risks of dismissing the slogan cynically vs.
weaponising it superficially

10. Conclusion: From slogan to substance - the
unfinished work of equality

Essay

"Gender equality" appears on government policy

documents, corporate mission statements, university

mission statements, and the banners of international

conferences with such frequency that the phrase risks

becoming background noise, a slogan recited more often

than it is realised. The charge that gender equality has

become "a popular slogan" is a serious one: it suggests that

the language of equality has outpaced its substance, that

societies and institutions have learned to perform

commitment to women's rights without undertaking the

harder, costlier work of actually dismantling the structures
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that produce inequality. This essay examines that charge,

finds it substantially, though not entirely, justified, and

argues that the task before Pakistan and much of the world

is to convert slogan into substance through enforcement,

economic empowerment, and genuine structural reform

rather than either cynically dismissing the ideal or

continuing to invoke it as empty rhetoric.

The critique that gender equality functions primarily as

slogan rests on a considerable body of evidence. Across

much of the world, including Pakistan, constitutions and

legal codes enshrine gender equality in principle, yet the

gap between this legal commitment and lived reality

remains vast. Global indices measuring the gender gap

across economic participation, educational attainment,

political empowerment, and health consistently show that no

country in the world has achieved full gender parity, with

progress at current rates projected, by some estimates, to

require generations to close entirely. Corporate and political

institutions frequently engage in what critics term

"gender-washing," publicising commitments to diversity and

women's advancement through marketing campaigns and

token appointments while underlying pay gaps, promotion

barriers, and workplace cultures remain substantially
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unchanged, a performative gesture that can, perversely,

reduce pressure for genuine reform by creating an

appearance of progress. Violence against women, whether

domestic abuse, honour-based violence, or workplace

harassment, persists at alarming rates in many societies

despite legislative frameworks explicitly criminalising such

conduct, revealing the gap between law on paper and law in

enforcement.

Pakistan's own record illustrates this gap starkly. Female

labour force participation remains substantially below male

participation and below regional averages, constrained by

mobility restrictions, safety concerns, unpaid domestic

labour burdens, and social norms discouraging women's

work outside the home. Female literacy, while improved

over decades, continues to lag behind male literacy,

particularly in rural areas, where girls face higher dropout

rates driven by early marriage, safety concerns during

commute to school, and prioritisation of limited household

resources toward sons' education. Inheritance rights

guaranteed to women under both constitutional and Islamic

law are frequently denied in practice through social

pressure or outright coercion, particularly regarding land, a

pattern documented extensively despite decades of legal
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reform aimed at its correction. Honour-based violence,

though formally criminalised, continues to claim lives with

troubling regularity, reflecting the persistence of patriarchal

norms that legal reform alone has proven insufficient to

dislodge. Against this backdrop, official rhetoric celebrating

gender equality can appear, to a sceptical observer,

disconnected from the lived experience of the majority of

Pakistani women.

Yet to conclude from this evidence that gender equality is

nothing more than empty slogan would itself be an

overstatement, obscuring genuine, hard-won progress

achieved over recent decades. Female literacy rates, while

still lagging male rates, have risen substantially since

independence, reflecting real investment and real

behavioural change among families increasingly willing to

educate daughters. Political representation, though

achieved partly through reserved seats rather than open

electoral competition, has placed unprecedented numbers

of women in legislative assemblies, providing a platform,

however imperfect, from which women parliamentarians

have championed legislation on domestic violence,

workplace harassment, and other issues that a wholly male

legislature proved historically unwilling to prioritise.



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 81

Grassroots movements, from women's rights litigation that

has secured landmark judicial precedents to public

mobilisations such as the Aurat March, have expanded

public discourse around gender issues considerably, forcing

conversations about harassment, bodily autonomy, and

economic rights into mainstream discussion in ways that

would have been unthinkable a generation earlier. These

are not slogans; they are measurable, if incomplete,

achievements.

The gap between slogan and substance, then, is best

understood not as evidence that gender equality is a hollow

concept, but as evidence of the deep structural roots that

legal and rhetorical commitment alone cannot uproot.

Patriarchal cultural norms predate and run considerably

deeper than any modern legal code, embedded in family

structure, inheritance custom, and social expectation across

generations, such that legislation, however well-intentioned,

changes formal entitlement far faster than it changes lived

social practice. Enforcement mechanisms across much of

Pakistan's justice and administrative system remain weak,

underfunded, and in some cases sympathetic to the very

social norms that laws are meant to override, meaning that

legal protection frequently exists on paper without
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functioning reliably in practice, particularly for women

without the financial or social capital to pursue legal

recourse. Economic dependency compounds the problem:

a woman without independent income or asset ownership

possesses limited practical capacity to leave an abusive

situation or resist familial pressure, regardless of what the

law formally entitles her to do. It is also worth noting that

many practices restricting women's rights are rooted not in

authentic Islamic teaching, which historically granted

women rights to inheritance, contract, and property well

ahead of many contemporaneous legal systems, but in

cultural custom subsequently justified through selective or

inaccurate religious interpretation, a distinction that matters

considerably for the design of effective, culturally resonant

reform. Finally, political representation achieved primarily

through reserved seats, while valuable, can shade into

tokenism when such representatives lack genuine

independent political power or constituency-based

accountability, limiting the transformative potential of

descriptive representation alone.

International comparison illuminates both the possibility and

the difficulty of closing this gap. Rwanda, in the aftermath of

catastrophic conflict, achieved the world's highest
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proportion of women in national parliament, a

transformation driven by deliberate constitutional design

and post-conflict social restructuring, demonstrating that

rapid, substantial change in political representation is

achievable under the right conditions. The Nordic countries

have pursued gender equality through substantive policy

design, extensive parental leave available to both parents,

pay transparency requirements, and heavily subsidised

childcare, that address the structural economic barriers to

women's workforce participation directly, rather than relying

on legal equality alone, achieving some of the world's

narrowest gender gaps as a result. Conversely, numerous

countries with strong formal legal guarantees of gender

equality continue to exhibit substantial social and economic

gaps, illustrating precisely the slogan-substance divide this

essay examines and underscoring that legal equality is a

necessary but insufficient condition for substantive equality.

Converting slogan into substance in Pakistan requires

action across several interlocking fronts. Existing legal

protections, against domestic violence, workplace

harassment, and inheritance denial, require far more

serious enforcement, through better-resourced and more

accountable police, judicial, and administrative institutions,
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rather than additional legislation layered atop laws already

inadequately implemented. Economic empowerment

initiatives, expanding women's access to formal

employment, credit, and asset ownership, would provide the

practical financial autonomy that transforms legal rights

from theoretical entitlement into exercisable power.

Sustained investment in girls' education, particularly at

secondary and higher levels where dropout rates are

steepest, remains foundational, since education correlates

strongly with delayed marriage, smaller and healthier

families, and greater lifetime economic participation.

Political empowerment must move beyond reserved-seat

tokenism toward genuine constituency-based

representation and leadership pipelines that give women

parliamentarians independent political standing. Changing

social norms requires deliberate, sustained engagement

through media, educational curricula, and religious

scholarship that clarifies authentic religious teaching on

women's rights against distorted cultural custom, work that

respected religious scholars are increasingly, if still

insufficiently, undertaking. And genuine progress requires

engaging men and boys as allies rather than treating

gender equality as a women's issue alone, since social

norms are enforced and can equally be transformed by the
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full population, not merely its female half.

There is a risk in either direction: dismissing gender equality

cynically as mere slogan, which breeds complacency and

undermines the moral and political case for continued

investment in reform, or invoking it superficially without

substantive follow-through, which breeds public cynicism of

its own and, ironically, validates the very critique this essay

examines. The productive path lies between these poles:

acknowledging honestly how far substance still lags behind

slogan, while recognising that the slogan itself, imperfectly

realised as it remains, has provided the normative

scaffolding upon which genuine, if incomplete, progress has

been built, and upon which further progress must continue

to be constructed.

In conclusion, the charge that gender equality has become

a popular slogan captures a real and important truth about

the gap between rhetorical commitment and lived reality, a

gap starkly visible in Pakistan's own statistics on labour

force participation, education, inheritance rights, and

violence against women. But the appropriate response to

this gap is not cynical dismissal of the ideal, but redoubled,

more serious commitment to closing it, through
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enforcement, economic empowerment, education, authentic

political representation, and cultural change. Slogans, after

all, are not inherently hollow; they become hollow only when

a society is content to repeat them without doing the harder

work their fulfilment demands. The task before Pakistan is

precisely that harder work, transforming a phrase recited on

banners into a reality lived by its daughters.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 8

Pros and Cons of Globalization

Outline

1. Introduction: globalization as the defining phenomenon
of the modern age

2. Defining globalization: economic, cultural, political, and
technological dimensions

3. Historical trajectory: from Silk Road to digital
interconnection

4. Pros of globalization

a. Economic growth and trade expansion

b. Technology transfer and innovation diffusion

c. Poverty reduction and rising living standards

d. Cultural exchange and cosmopolitan awareness

e. Institutional cooperation on global challenges

5. Cons of globalization

a. Widening inequality within and between nations

b. Erosion of local industries and cultural homogenization

c. Environmental degradation and resource exploitation

d. Vulnerability to global shocks and contagion

e. Weakening of state sovereignty and rise of corporate
power
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6. Globalization and the developing world: Pakistan's
experience

7. The backlash: populism, protectionism, and
deglobalization trends

8. Balancing globalization: towards inclusive and
regulated integration

9. Conclusion: globalization as a tool, not a destiny

Essay

Few words have entered the vocabulary of contemporary

discourse with as much force, ambiguity, and controversy

as globalization. It is celebrated by some as the engine that

lifted a billion people out of poverty and connected humanity

as never before, and condemned by others as an

instrument of exploitation that has hollowed out local

economies, widened inequality, and subordinated the

interests of nations to the appetites of multinational capital.

The truth, as is so often the case with sweeping historical

processes, lies not at either extreme but in the complex

interplay between genuine benefit and genuine harm. To

understand globalization honestly is to hold both realities in

view simultaneously: it has been a source of extraordinary

progress, and it has been a source of profound dislocation,

often to the very same communities at the very same time.
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At its broadest, globalization refers to the intensifying

interconnection of economies, societies, cultures, and

political systems across national borders, driven by

advances in transportation, communication, and information

technology. It manifests economically through trade

liberalization, the mobility of capital, and the emergence of

global supply chains; culturally through the diffusion of

ideas, media, and lifestyles across continents; politically

through the growth of international institutions and

cooperative frameworks; and technologically through the

digital networks that now bind distant corners of the earth

into instantaneous contact. While the term itself is a product

of the late twentieth century, the underlying phenomenon

has deep historical roots, from the ancient trade routes of

the Silk Road that carried goods and ideas between China,

Central Asia, and the Mediterranean, to the age of

European maritime exploration, to the industrial revolution's

global trading networks. What distinguishes the present era

is not the existence of cross-border exchange itself but its

unprecedented speed, scale, and density, compressed by

container shipping, jet travel, satellite communication, and

above all the internet.
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The case in favour of globalization rests on a substantial

body of evidence. Trade liberalization and the integration of

global markets have contributed to decades of accelerated

economic growth, particularly for developing economies that

gained access to larger markets for their exports and

inflows of foreign investment and technology. China's

transformation from a largely agrarian economy into the

world's second-largest economy, and the parallel rise of

other East Asian economies, owes much to their strategic

integration into global trade and production networks. The

World Bank has documented dramatic declines in extreme

poverty over the past four decades, a trend closely

correlated with the expansion of global trade and

investment, even as debates continue about how the

benefits have been distributed. Technology transfer has

allowed developing nations to leapfrog stages of industrial

development, adopting mobile telecommunications,

renewable energy technology, and medical innovations far

more rapidly than earlier generations could have achieved

through purely domestic development. Beyond economics,

globalization has fostered an unprecedented cultural

exchange, exposing populations to diverse cuisines, art

forms, ideas, and perspectives, and has enabled a level of

international cooperation on shared challenges, from
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pandemic response to climate change, that would have

been unimaginable in a more fragmented world.

Yet against this record of genuine achievement stands an

equally substantial catalogue of harm. Perhaps the most

persistent criticism of globalization concerns inequality.

While aggregate global poverty has declined, the gains from

globalization have been distributed with striking

unevenness, both between nations and within them. A small

class of globally mobile capital owners, multinational

executives, and highly skilled professionals has captured a

disproportionate share of the benefits, while blue-collar

workers in advanced economies have watched

manufacturing jobs migrate to lower-wage countries,

hollowing out industrial towns and fuelling social discontent.

Within developing countries too, globalization's benefits

have often concentrated in urban centres and

export-oriented sectors, leaving rural and informal

economies comparatively neglected. The economist's

promise that a rising tide lifts all boats has, in practice, lifted

yachts considerably higher than rowboats.

Cultural critics, meanwhile, point to the homogenizing

pressure that global media, consumer brands, and
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entertainment industries exert on local traditions,

languages, and identities, as small and often subsidized

cultural producers struggle to compete with the marketing

power of global conglomerates. Environmentally, the

globalization of production has enabled a relentless search

for the cheapest sites of extraction and manufacture, often

in jurisdictions with weaker environmental regulation,

externalizing ecological costs onto the world's most

vulnerable populations while consumption benefits accrue

elsewhere. The interconnectedness that globalization

celebrates as a strength has also proven to be a

vulnerability, as the 2008 global financial crisis and the

COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated with brutal clarity: a

mortgage crisis in the United States or a virus outbreak in

one Chinese city can, within weeks, cascade into a

worldwide economic and public health emergency, precisely

because national economies and supply chains have

become so tightly interwoven. Finally, critics argue that the

growing power of multinational corporations and

international financial institutions has eroded the capacity of

sovereign states, particularly smaller and developing ones,

to set independent economic and regulatory policy,

subjecting national decision-making to the disciplining

pressure of global capital markets and trade agreements.



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 93

Pakistan's own encounter with globalization illustrates this

dual character vividly. Integration into global textile and

apparel value chains has made this sector the backbone of

the country's export economy and a major source of

employment, particularly for women in urban manufacturing

hubs. Access to international remittance networks, enabled

by the global mobility of labour, has become an economic

lifeline, with overseas Pakistani workers sending home

sums that rival or exceed foreign direct investment and

development assistance combined. Yet the same openness

has exposed domestic industries to competitive pressure

from more efficient producers abroad, contributed to the

erosion of certain traditional crafts unable to compete with

mass-produced imports, and left the national economy

acutely vulnerable to fluctuations in global commodity

prices, capital flows, and the conditionalities attached to

international financial assistance. Pakistan's recurring

balance-of-payments crises are, in part, a story of an

economy deeply embedded in global financial structures

without having built the institutional resilience to manage

that embeddedness on favourable terms.

It is precisely these unresolved tensions that have fuelled

the political backlash against globalization visible across
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much of the world in recent years, from the rise of

protectionist trade policies and populist movements in

advanced economies to renewed interest in industrial

self-sufficiency and supply chain "friend-shoring" in the

wake of pandemic-era disruptions. This backlash should not

be read simply as ignorance or nostalgia; it reflects genuine

grievances among populations who experienced the costs

of globalization more acutely than its benefits, and whose

political voice had for decades been drowned out by an elite

consensus that treated ever-deeper integration as an

unquestionable good.

The way forward lies neither in naive celebration nor

wholesale rejection of globalization but in its more

deliberate and equitable management. This means

investing in social safety nets and retraining programs that

help displaced workers transition into new sectors rather

than being abandoned to structural unemployment;

strengthening international regulatory cooperation on labour

standards, environmental protection, and corporate taxation

so that the search for competitive advantage does not

become a race to the bottom; supporting developing nations

in building the institutional and infrastructural capacity to

negotiate favourable terms of integration rather than
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accepting whatever terms global capital offers; and

protecting cultural and linguistic diversity through deliberate

policy support rather than leaving it to unregulated market

competition. Globalization, in other words, must be treated

as a powerful but not self-regulating force, one that requires

conscious governance to ensure its benefits are broadly

shared rather than narrowly captured.

In conclusion, globalization is neither an unambiguous

blessing nor an unmitigated curse; it is a transformative

force whose ultimate character depends heavily on the

choices nations and institutions make in managing it. It has

expanded human possibility, accelerated the diffusion of

knowledge and technology, and lifted hundreds of millions

from poverty, even as it has widened inequality, strained

local cultures and environments, and exposed societies to

new forms of systemic risk. For countries like Pakistan,

standing at the intersection of these opposing currents, the

task is not to retreat behind protectionist walls nor to

embrace integration uncritically, but to engage with the

global economy strategically, building the domestic

institutions, human capital, and policy resilience necessary

to ensure that the nation is a genuine participant in

globalization's gains rather than merely a passive recipient
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of its risks. Only through such deliberate, equity-conscious

engagement can the promise of a more connected world be

reconciled with the legitimate demand for a more just one.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 9

Intercultural Communication Is Panacea
to Avoid 3rd World War

Outline

1. Introduction: the shrinking world and the rising stakes
of miscommunication

2. Defining intercultural communication and its
civilizational significance

3. Historical wars rooted in cultural misunderstanding and
othering

4. Contemporary flashpoints where cultural
miscommunication fuels conflict

5. How intercultural communication defuses tension

a. Building empathy and reducing dehumanization

b. Correcting stereotypes and misinformation

c. Enabling diplomacy and negotiation across worldviews

d. Fostering economic and institutional interdependence

6. Case studies: successful intercultural bridge-building

7. Limits of the "panacea" claim: structural and material
drivers of war

8. The role of technology, media, and education in
intercultural literacy
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9. Pakistan's position: a civilizational bridge between East
and West

10. Conclusion: communication as necessary but not
sufficient for peace

Essay

Humanity now inhabits a world so tightly interwoven by

trade, travel, and technology that the old fiction of isolated,

self-contained civilizations has become impossible to

sustain. A tremor in one financial market ripples across

continents within hours; a video recorded on a mobile

phone in one country can ignite protests in another before

the day is over; a pathogen originating in a single city can

encircle the globe within weeks. This interdependence has

brought humanity closer together than at any point in

recorded history, yet it has also multiplied the points of

friction at which differing cultures, values, and worldviews

collide. In such a world, the proposition that intercultural

communication might serve as a panacea against a third

world war carries genuine weight, even if, upon closer

examination, the word panacea proves too strong a claim

for so complex a challenge as global conflict.
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Intercultural communication refers to the process by which

individuals and groups from different cultural, linguistic,

religious, and national backgrounds exchange meaning,

understand one another's perspectives, and navigate the

inevitable differences in values and assumptions that

separate them. It is not merely the technical act of

translating language but the deeper work of translating

worldview, of recognizing that behind every unfamiliar

custom, belief, or political posture lies a coherent internal

logic shaped by distinct historical experience. When this

translation fails, when nations and peoples encounter one

another only through the distorting lens of stereotype,

suspicion, and selective media narrative, the resulting

misunderstanding becomes fertile ground for hostility. When

it succeeds, it becomes possible to disagree, even

profoundly, without descending into the dehumanization

that has historically been the precondition for mass

violence.

History offers ample evidence of how the failure of

intercultural understanding has contributed to catastrophic

conflict. The First World War was fuelled in part by rigid

nationalist narratives that portrayed neighbouring peoples

as inherently untrustworthy rivals, narratives reinforced by



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 100

press propaganda that flattened complex societies into

crude caricatures. The Second World War's most horrific

chapter, the Holocaust, was made possible by decades of

cultivated dehumanization, in which an entire people were

systematically portrayed through propaganda as

fundamentally alien and threatening, a process of cultural

othering pursued with deliberate and devastating effect.

Even the Cold War, which never escalated into direct

superpower conflict, was sustained for decades by mutual

ideological caricature, each side portraying the other's

entire civilization as fundamentally corrupt or oppressive, a

distortion that intercultural and diplomatic exchange

programs, however modest, gradually helped to soften over

time.

In the present century, several flashpoints illustrate how

cultural miscommunication continues to feed the risk of

large-scale conflict. Tensions between segments of the

Western and Muslim worlds have been aggravated by

media narratives that reduce entire civilizations to their most

extreme fringes, feeding cycles of suspicion that extremist

actors on both sides exploit for recruitment and legitimacy.

Great-power rivalry between established and rising powers

is often narrated through frameworks that assume
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civilizational incompatibility rather than differing but

negotiable national interests, a framing that can become

self-fulfilling if left unchallenged by sustained dialogue.

Territorial and historical disputes in regions such as the

South China Sea or Eastern Europe are entangled not only

with material interests but with competing national

narratives about identity, historical grievance, and legitimate

sphere of influence, narratives that intercultural

engagement can help contextualize even if it cannot resolve

the underlying material claims.

It is precisely in defusing these dynamics that intercultural

communication demonstrates its value. First, sustained

cross-cultural contact builds empathy by replacing abstract

categories, the foreigner, the rival, the infidel, with concrete

human relationships, forged through educational exchange,

diplomatic dialogue, trade partnerships, and even the

informal contact enabled by international travel and digital

communication. Empathy, once established, makes

dehumanization considerably harder to sustain, and

dehumanization is, as history repeatedly shows, the

essential psychological precondition for mass violence

between peoples. Second, intercultural literacy corrects the

misinformation and stereotype that fuel hostility, replacing
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caricature with nuanced understanding of the internal

diversity, debate, and complexity that exists within every

culture and nation, undermining the simplistic narratives that

political actors seeking conflict often rely upon to mobilize

public support. Third, at the level of formal diplomacy,

skilled intercultural communicators, negotiators fluent not

merely in language but in the differing rhetorical styles,

honour codes, and decision-making processes of other

cultures, are essential to successful conflict resolution,

since misread signals and cultural missteps have historically

derailed negotiations that might otherwise have succeeded.

Fourth, intercultural exchange tends to accompany and

reinforce economic and institutional interdependence, the

trade relationships, joint scientific projects, and shared

institutional memberships that raise the material cost of

conflict and give rival powers a mutual stake in stability.

Concrete examples illustrate this dynamic in practice. The

post-war reconciliation between France and Germany,

historic adversaries across three devastating wars, was built

not merely on economic integration through the European

Coal and Steel Community but on decades of deliberate

educational exchange, twin-city partnerships, and cultural

cooperation that gradually replaced inherited enmity with
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genuine familiarity between ordinary citizens. Track-two

diplomacy, informal dialogue between scholars, former

officials, and civil society figures from rival nations, has

repeatedly succeeded in building the interpersonal trust that

formal state-to-state diplomacy alone struggles to achieve,

laying groundwork that later translates into official

breakthroughs. International student exchange programs,

from Fulbright to Erasmus, have for decades functioned as

quiet instruments of conflict prevention, producing

generations of leaders and citizens who carry personal

relationships and lived understanding across what might

otherwise remain purely abstract national divides.

Yet intellectual honesty demands acknowledging the limits

of this argument. To call intercultural communication a

panacea, a complete cure, for the risk of world war is to

overstate its power relative to the deeper structural drivers

of conflict: competition over scarce resources, security

dilemmas between rising and established powers, domestic

political incentives that reward belligerent nationalism, and

the sheer complexity of deterrence in a nuclear age.

Nations with deep cultural familiarity and extensive

people-to-people contact have nonetheless gone to war

with one another when material interests or security



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 104

calculations demanded it; cultural understanding did not

prevent the American Civil War between regions that

shared a common language and much common heritage,

nor has extensive economic interdependence entirely

eliminated the risk of confrontation between major

contemporary powers whose citizens interact daily through

trade, media, and travel. Intercultural communication, in

other words, is a necessary but not sufficient condition for

peace; it lowers the psychological and social barriers to

conflict but cannot by itself neutralize the material and

strategic calculations that ultimately drive states to war.

What intercultural communication can achieve, and this is

no small thing, is the creation of the social and

psychological conditions under which diplomacy,

deterrence, and institutional conflict-resolution mechanisms

are more likely to succeed and less likely to be undermined

by the kind of dehumanizing rhetoric that makes escalation

politically palatable to domestic populations. In an age of

instantaneous global media and social platforms capable of

amplifying distortion and outrage at unprecedented speed,

investment in intercultural literacy, through education

systems that teach genuine comparative understanding

rather than nationalist mythology, through media that resists
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the temptation of reductive framing, and through sustained

institutional exchange between rival powers, becomes not a

soft, peripheral concern but a core component of any

serious strategy for avoiding catastrophic conflict.

Pakistan occupies a distinctive position in this global

conversation, situated at the historic crossroads of South

Asian, Central Asian, Persian, and Arab civilizational

currents, and increasingly positioned at the intersection of

contemporary great-power competition between East and

West. This vantage point affords Pakistan a particular

opportunity, and arguably a responsibility, to serve as an

interpreter and bridge-builder between cultural and

civilizational blocs whose mutual misunderstanding poses

genuine risks to global stability, leveraging its own

experience of religious, linguistic, and ethnic diversity to

model the kind of intercultural competence the wider world

urgently needs.

In conclusion, while intercultural communication cannot by

itself dissolve the material and strategic interests that have

historically driven nations to war, it remains among the most

powerful available tools for reducing the dehumanization,

misinformation, and mutual suspicion that transform
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manageable disputes into existential confrontations. In a

nuclear-armed and densely interconnected world, where the

cost of a third world war would be civilizational in scale,

even a partial reduction in the risk of catastrophic

miscalculation, achieved through sustained investment in

cross-cultural understanding, education, and dialogue,

represents an achievement of the highest strategic and

moral importance. Intercultural communication may fall

short of the word panacea in its strictest sense, but it

remains, without exaggeration, one of humanity's last and

most essential lines of defence against the descent into

global catastrophe.

— scholareye.xyz —
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ESSAY 10

I Fall Upon the Thorns of Life! I Bleed

Outline

1. Introduction: Shelley's cry and its enduring resonance

2. Literary and biographical context of the line

3. The metaphor unpacked: life as a field of thorns

4. Philosophical dimension: suffering as an inescapable
feature of existence

5. Psychological dimension: how humans respond to
repeated wounding

a. Despair and paralysis

b. Resilience and post-traumatic growth

6. Sociopolitical reading: collective suffering of nations
and marginalized peoples

7. Pakistan's thorns: crises, resilience, and the national
psyche

8. Religious and philosophical traditions on suffering and
meaning

9. From bleeding to blooming: transforming pain into
purpose

10. Conclusion: the thorn as teacher, not merely
tormentor
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Essay

Percy Bysshe Shelley's anguished cry, "I fall upon the

thorns of life! I bleed," torn from the closing stanza of his

poem "Ode to the West Wind," has outlived its Romantic

origins to become one of the most quoted expressions of

human suffering in the English language. Written by a poet

who had already buried children, endured exile, and

watched his ideals collide repeatedly with a hostile world,

the line captures something universal beneath its intensely

personal despair: the recognition that existence itself is not

a smooth path but a field strewn with thorns, and that to live

fully is, inevitably, to bleed. Nearly two centuries after

Shelley set down these words, they continue to resonate

because they name a truth every human being eventually

confronts, whether through personal loss, social injustice,

national catastrophe, or the simple attrition of

disappointment that accumulates across a lifetime.

To understand the full force of the line requires

understanding both its immediate context and the broader

human condition it illuminates. Shelley wrote "Ode to the

West Wind" during a period of profound personal

desolation, having lost his young son and daughter within

the same year, exiled from England by scandal and political
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disfavour, and increasingly disillusioned by the failure of the

revolutionary hopes that had animated his youth. The image

of falling upon thorns and bleeding is not mere poetic

ornamentation; it is the testimony of a man who had

experienced life's cruelty directly and sought, even in his

suffering, to wrest from it some form of transcendent

meaning, invoking the wild west wind as both destroyer and

preserver, a force capable of scattering dead leaves even

as it scatters the seeds of future spring. The bleeding, in

Shelley's vision, is not merely lamented; it is offered as the

necessary price of engagement with a world that refuses to

spare even its most sensitive and idealistic inhabitants.

The metaphor of thorns rewards careful unpacking. A thorn

is not an obstacle that can be entirely avoided by careful

navigation, as a boulder in a road might be circumvented;

thorns grow embedded within the very field one must cross

to reach anything of value, hidden among the flowers and

grasses of ordinary existence, striking often without warning

at the moment of least expectation. This is precisely how

suffering operates in human life. It rarely announces itself in

advance or confines itself to clearly marked danger zones; it

ambushes us in the midst of ordinary living, a diagnosis

received during an unremarkable week, a betrayal by
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someone trusted, a natural disaster striking a peaceful

town, a war erupting into lives that had known only routine.

To fall upon such thorns is not a sign of carelessness or

moral failing; it is simply the condition of being alive and

engaged with a world that offers no immunity from pain in

exchange for good intentions or careful planning.

Philosophically, this recognition connects Shelley's

Romantic anguish to a much older tradition of thought

concerning the inescapability of suffering. The Buddhist

concept of dukkha, often translated as suffering but more

precisely encompassing the unsatisfactoriness and

impermanence woven into all conditioned existence,

teaches that suffering is not an aberration from an otherwise

painless life but a fundamental characteristic of existence

itself, arising from attachment, craving, and the inevitable

changeability of all things. The Stoic philosophers of ancient

Greece and Rome similarly insisted that pain, loss, and

hardship are not exceptions to be resented but expected

features of a world indifferent to individual human wishes,

and that wisdom consists not in avoiding the thorns, an

impossible task, but in cultivating the inner resilience to

endure them without being destroyed by them. Even within

the Abrahamic religious traditions, suffering is consistently



scholareye.xyz  |  CSS Essay 2021 Solved  |  Page 111

portrayed not as evidence of divine abandonment but

frequently as a trial that refines character, tests faith, and

ultimately draws the sufferer closer to deeper wisdom and

compassion for others who suffer.

Psychologically, human beings respond to the thorns of life

along a spectrum bounded by two poles. At one extreme

lies despair, the paralysis that can follow repeated or

catastrophic wounding, in which the accumulated weight of

loss and disappointment erodes the capacity to hope, to

trust, or to engage further with a world that has proven itself

capable of such cruelty. This is the register in which

Shelley's own cry is uttered, a moment of genuine collapse

in which the poet, for one unguarded instant, admits the full

weight of his bleeding without the consoling frame of

eventual renewal. At the other extreme lies resilience, and

its more remarkable cousin, post-traumatic growth, the

documented psychological phenomenon in which

individuals who endure severe adversity emerge not merely

intact but transformed, reporting deepened relationships,

clarified priorities, renewed appreciation for life, and a

strengthened sense of personal capability precisely

because they have tested their limits against genuine

hardship and found unexpected reserves of strength.
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Crucially, most human beings move between these poles

rather than remaining fixed at either, falling into despair at

the moment of wounding and only gradually, through time,

support, and meaning-making, working their way toward

resilience and growth.

Beyond the individual, the metaphor extends powerfully to

the collective suffering of nations and marginalized peoples,

whose historical experience often reads as a prolonged

encounter with thorns from which the wounds have never

fully closed. Colonized peoples across the globe bled under

the extraction and violence of empire; communities

displaced by war and partition carry the scars of that rupture

across generations; peoples subjected to systemic

discrimination continue to encounter the thorns of prejudice

embedded within institutions long after the most overt forms

of oppression have formally ended. To read Shelley's line at

this collective register is to recognize that entire societies,

not merely individual poets, fall upon history's thorns and

bleed, and that the process of national healing, like

individual psychological recovery, requires acknowledgment

of the wound before any authentic movement toward

resilience can begin.
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Pakistan's own national story offers a poignant illustration of

this collective bleeding and the resilience that has, time and

again, followed it. The trauma of Partition in 1947, one of

the largest and most violent mass migrations in recorded

history, left the nation bleeding from its very birth, a wound

whose memory continues to shape regional relations and

national identity generations later. The country has since

fallen upon repeated thorns: wars, the searing loss of its

eastern wing in 1971, decades of political instability and

military intervention, the devastating human and economic

cost of frontline participation in the war on terror,

catastrophic floods that have repeatedly submerged vast

swathes of agricultural land and displaced millions, and

recurring economic crises that have tested the resilience of

ordinary citizens again and again. And yet,

characteristically, Pakistani society has demonstrated a

resilience that echoes the second half of Shelley's own

poem, that impulse to transform the pain of falling into the

possibility of renewal: communities rebuilding after floods

with remarkable speed, a vibrant civil society mobilizing in

the aftermath of crisis, and a persistent, often understated

national resourcefulness that continues to carry the country

forward despite the accumulated weight of its historical

thorns.
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It is worth noting that Shelley's own poem does not end in

despair. The line about bleeding thorns arrives only shortly

before the poem's famous closing question, "If Winter

comes, can Spring be far behind?", a deliberate

juxtaposition that transforms the poem from a simple lament

into a meditation on renewal following suffering. This

structural choice is instructive: Shelley does not deny or

minimize the bleeding, he names it with unflinching honesty,

but he refuses to let it be the final word. The wound is real,

and so is the possibility of spring that follows it. This is

perhaps the deepest wisdom embedded in the line and its

context taken together: that acknowledging suffering

honestly, rather than suppressing or denying it, is itself the

necessary first step toward whatever renewal may follow,

and that the capacity to hope for spring is not naive

optimism but a hard-won conviction earned precisely

through having survived winter.

Translating this wisdom into a philosophy of living suggests

neither the fatalistic acceptance of endless suffering nor the

fragile denial that pretends thorns can be entirely avoided

through sufficient caution or virtue, but rather a mature

engagement with life that expects wounding as part of the

terrain, prepares psychological and social resources,
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community, faith, purpose, meaning-making, to metabolize

that wounding when it comes, and remains oriented always

toward the possibility of growth on the far side of pain. This

is the difference between a life merely endured and a life

genuinely lived: the thorns cannot be avoided by either the

coward or the hero, but only the latter transforms the

bleeding into a source of eventual strength, wisdom, and

deepened capacity for compassion toward others who are,

at that very moment, falling upon their own thorns.

In conclusion, Shelley's cry, though born of a specific and

acute personal despair, speaks to something that every

human being and every nation eventually confronts: the

unavoidable presence of thorns woven into the very field of

existence, and the bleeding that inevitably follows contact

with them. To fall and bleed is not a mark of failure but the

simple condition of being alive in a world that offers no

immunity from pain. What ultimately distinguishes human

experience, both individual and collective, is not whether the

thorns are encountered, for they are encountered by all, but

how the bleeding is met: with paralysis and despair, or with

the hard-won resilience that acknowledges the wound

honestly while remaining oriented toward the spring that, as

Shelley himself insisted even in his darkest hour, cannot be
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far behind.
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