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Question 1

Hope: The Greatest Driving Force

Hope Is the quiet engine of human civilization. It is
the invisible thread that has pulled mankind out of
caves, across oceans, through plagues, wars, and
the darkest nights of despair, into the light of
progress. Where reason calculates the odds and
often counsels surrender, hope refuses to accept
that the story is over. It is not blind optimism, nor is
it a denial of hardship; rather, it is the deliberate
choice to believe that tomorrow can be shaped,
even when today offers little evidence to support
that belief. From the individual struggling against
liness to nations rebuilding after devastation, hope
has proven, time and again, to be the single most
powerful force propelling human beings toward
action, resilience, and transformation. This essay
argues that hope is not a passive emotion but an
active, indispensable force in human achievement,
and examines its role in personal life, in the rise
and fall of nations, in scientific and artistic creation,
and in the particular context of Pakistan's own
turbulent yet resilient journey.



The Psychology of Hope: More Than a
Feeling

Modern psychology has moved decisively away
from viewing hope as a vague sentiment and
Instead treats it as a measurable cognitive process.
Psychologist Charles Snyder's hope theory
describes hope as the interplay of three elements:
goals, pathways, and agency. A hopeful person
sets a goal, imagines multiple routes to reach it,
and believes in their own capacity to pursue those
routes despite obstacles. This is why hope
correlates strongly with resilience, academic
achievement, and even physical health outcomes.
Cancer patients with higher measured hope have
shown better recovery rates; students with greater
hope scores outperform equally talented but less
hopeful peers. Hope, therefore, is not wishful
thinking but a structured psychological resource
that generates motivation and problem-solving
behavior.

This distinction matters because it separates hope
from mere optimism. An optimist believes things
will get better; a hopeful person believes things can
get better and takes responsibility for making that



happen. Viktor Frankl, the Holocaust survivor and
psychiatrist, observed among his fellow prisoners
In Nazi concentration camps that those who
retained a sense of future purpose, a reason to
hope, were far more likely to survive the horrors of
the camps than those who lost all sense of
meaning. His famous formulation that a person
who has a why to live can bear almost any how
captures the essential truth that hope s
fundamentally connected to meaning-making, and
meaning-making is what allows human beings to
endure suffering without being destroyed by it.

Hope as the Engine of Historical
Change

History offers an unbroken chain of evidence that
hope, more than resources or even genius, has
been the decisive factor behind humanity's greatest
transformations. Consider the abolition of slavery.
The enslaved peoples of the Americas endured
centuries of brutality with no rational reason to
expect freedom, yet oral traditions, spirituals, and
guiet resistance movements were all sustained by
a hope for liberation that outlasted generations.
That hope eventually found expression in figures



like Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman,
whose courage was itself a manifestation of a hope
so powerful it overcame the near-certainty of
failure.

Similarly, the independence movements that swept
across the colonized world in the twentieth century
were built on hope rather than material advantage.
The subcontinent's freedom movement, including
the struggle that eventually created Pakistan, was
led by men and women who possessed no armies,
no industrial base, and no guarantee of success
against the might of the British Empire. What they
possessed was an unshakeable hope in the
possibility of self-determination. Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah's insistence on a separate
homeland, pursued through constitutional and
political means rather than violent revolution, was
itself an act of hope: a belief that a marginalized
community could achieve statehood through
resolve and negotiation rather than force. Without
that hope, the idea of Pakistan would have
remained an abstraction rather than a lived reality.

Nelson Mandela's twenty-seven years in prison,
Mahatma Gandhi's salt march, and the fall of the



Berlin Wall all illustrate the same principle: systems
that appear permanent and immovable can be
dismantled when enough people refuse to abandon
hope. Tyranny survives on the despair of the
governed; it collapses when hope becomes
contagious.

Hope in Scientific Discovery and
Human Innovation

Scientific progress, too, is fundamentally an act of
hope. Every experiment that fails to produce the
desired result is, in a sense, an argument for giving
up, yet the history of science is a history of
researchers who refused to accept failure as final.
Thomas Edison's famous, if apocryphal, insistence
that he had not failed but found ten thousand ways
that would not work, encapsulates the hopeful
mindset that treats setbacks as data points on the
path to eventual success rather than verdicts on
the impossibility of the goal.

The development of vaccines offers a more recent
and vivid example. When the COVID-19 pandemic
struck, humanity faced a novel virus, no existing
treatment, and a death toll rising by the day.
Scientists across the world, operating under



conditions of profound uncertainty, worked at
unprecedented speed because they hoped a
solution was possible, and that hope, backed by
rigorous method, produced multiple viable vaccines
within a single year, a feat that would ordinarily
have taken a decade. Hope did not replace
science; it fueled the tenacity that made scientific
breakthrough  possible under extraordinary
pressure.

Hope in Literature and the Arts

Artists across centuries have recognized hope as
both subject and necessity. The Greek myth of
Pandora is instructive: after every evil has escaped
the box unleashed upon the world, hope alone
remains inside, suggesting that hope is humanity's
final and most precious defense against despair. In
more recent literature, novels set amid humanity's
darkest chapters, from wartime narratives to prison
memoirs, repeatedly identify hope as the thread
that allows characters, and by extension readers,
to imagine a future worth striving for. Even tragic
literature, which does not always end happily,
frequently derives its emotional power from the
hope that persists despite the outcome, reminding



audiences that the value of hope lies not merely in
guaranteeing success but in dignifying the struggle
itself.

Pakistan's Story: A Nation Sustained by
Hope

Pakistan's own history since 1947 is, in many
ways, a case study in the power and necessity of
hope. A nation born amid the trauma of Partition,
with refugees pouring across newly drawn borders,
limited administrative Iinfrastructure, and an
uncertain economic future, should by conventional
measures have struggled to survive its first
decade. Yet it did survive, sustained by the hope of
its founding generation that a homeland conceived
In adversity could still be built into a functioning,
prosperous state.

That same hope has been tested repeatedly:
through wars, the loss of East Pakistan in 1971,
cycles of political instability, natural disasters such
as the 2005 earthquake and the catastrophic floods
of 2010 and 2022, and more recently, economic
pressures including inflation and debt servicing
challenges. Yet at each juncture, Pakistani society
has demonstrated a capacity to rebuild, often



through community solidarity and self-organized
relief efforts that far outpaced formal institutional
response. Ordinary citizens donating blood,
opening their homes to displaced families, and
rebuilding shattered communities are the living
proof that hope, translated into collective action,
remains Pakistan's greatest resource.

This is particularly visible among Pakistan's youth,
who constitute nearly two-thirds of the population.
Despite facing serious challenges including
unemployment, a strained education system, and
limited access to capital, young Pakistanis have
shown remarkable entrepreneurial hope, building
start-ups in fintech, e-commerce, and information
technology that are increasingly recognized on the
global stage. Their willingness to bet their futures
on ideas, often against significant odds, mirrors the
same hopeful spirit that animated the freedom
movement itself: a belief that circumstances,
however difficult, are not final.

The Danger of Hope Without Action

It would be intellectually dishonest, however, to
present hope as sufficient on its own. Hope
divorced from action degenerates into fantasy, and



fantasy can be as paralyzing as despair. The
distinction Snyder draws between goals, pathways,
and agency is crucial precisely because it insists
that hope must be operationalized. A farmer who
hopes for rain but does not maintain his irrigation
channels will still lose his crop. A nation that hopes
for prosperity but neglects education, governance
reform, and institutional accountability will not
achieve it through sentiment alone. Pakistan's own
trajectory illustrates this tension: hope has
repeatedly rescued the nation from the brink, but
hope alone has not been sufficient to resolve
structural problems such as tax collection, energy
shortfalls, or political polarization. The lesson is
that hope must be married to discipline, planning,
and sustained institutional effort if it Is to translate
Into durable progress rather than recurring cycles
of crisis and relief.

Cultivating Hope as a Societal
Resource

If hope is indeed the greatest driving force, then
societies have a responsibility to cultivate it
deliberately rather than leave it to chance. This
begins with education systems that teach young



people not only facts but also resilience and the
belief that effort can alter outcomes. It requires
media environments that, while honestly reporting
hardship, also highlight solutions and successes
rather than cultivating a culture of perpetual
grievance. It requires leadership that speaks
honestly about challenges while offering credible
pathways forward, because false hope, once
exposed as hollow, breeds a cynicism that is far
more corrosive than honest despair. Religious and
cultural traditions in Pakistan, which consistently
emphasize patience, perseverance, and trust in a
better future, already provide a strong cultural
foundation for hope; the task for policymakers and
civil society is to channel that inherited hopefulness
Into concrete institutional pathways: quality
education, equitable economic opportunity, and
transparent governance.

Conclusion

Hope is not a luxury reserved for the fortunate, nor
IS it an irrational refusal to see reality clearly. It is,
Instead, the disciplined and deliberate belief that
circumstances can be changed through human
effort, a belief that has powered every liberation



movement, every scientific breakthrough, every act
of artistic creation, and every act of personal
recovery from tragedy that history records. For
Pakistan, a nation whose very existence was born
from the hope of a persecuted minority that it could
build a homeland of dignity and opportunity, hope
IS not merely a psychological asset but a
foundational national resource. The task ahead is
neither to abandon hope in the face of very real
challenges nor to indulge in hope without
corresponding action, but to fuse the two: to hope
as though everything depends on belief, and to
work as though everything depends on effort. It is
In that fusion, historically and psychologically, that
the greatest driving force of human achievement is
truly found.



Question 2

CPEC and "Indo — Middle East —
Europe”, New War Fronts

The twenty-first century has redrawn the map of
global conflict. Where the great wars of the
previous century were fought over territory and
iIdeology, the emerging contest among major
powers is increasingly fought over corridors,
connectivity, and control of trade routes. Two
competing infrastructure visions now stand at the
center of this contest: the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, commonly known as CPEC,
and the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor, announced at the 2023 G20 summit in
New Delhi. Far from being purely commercial
ventures, both corridors are geopolitical
Instruments, and the competition between them
signals that the battlefields of the future may be
pipelines, ports, and rail lines rather than trenches
and front lines. This essay examines the strategic
logic behind both corridors, the risks of their rivalry
escalating into genuine conflict, and Pakistan's
position in this evolving contest.



CPEC: Pakistan's Gateway and China's
Strategic Artery

Launched in 2015 as the flagship project of China's
Belt and Road Initiative, CPEC represents an
Investment package exceeding sixty billion dollars
aimed at connecting China's western Xinjiang
region to the Arabian Sea via Pakistan's Gwadar
port. For China, CPEC solves a critical strategic
vulnerability: the Malacca Dilemma, referring to
Beijing's dependence on the narrow, easily
blockaded Strait of Malacca for the vast majority of
Its energy imports and trade with the Middle East
and Africa. By constructing an alternative route
through Pakistan, China gains a shorter, more
secure pathway to the Indian Ocean, reducing its
exposure to potential naval interdiction by rival
powers in a crisis scenario.

For Pakistan, CPEC promised transformative
economic benefits: modernized highways, new
power plants addressing chronic energy shortfalls,
the development of Gwadar as a deep-water port,
and industrial zones intended to attract foreign
Investment. In its first phase, CPEC did deliver
substantial infrastructure and helped ease



Pakistan's severe electricity crisis. However, the
corridor also generated significant debt exposure,
raised questions about the transparency of
contracts, and triggered security challenges,
particularly in Balochistan, where Chinese
personnel and projects have repeatedly been
targeted by separatist militants who view the
corridor as an extension of federal exploitation of
provincial resources without adequate local benefit.

The India-Middle East-Europe Corridor:
A Counter-Vision

The IMEC, announced with considerable fanfare by
the United States, India, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and European partners, proposes a network of rail
and shipping routes connecting India to Europe via
the Arabian Gulf states, Jordan, and Israel. Its
stated purpose is to reduce transit times and costs
for trade between South Asia and Europe while
diversifying global supply chains away from routes
perceived as dominated by China. Strategically,
IMEC serves multiple purposes simultaneously: it
strengthens India's economic integration with Gulf
and Western partners, deepens the normalization
of relations between Gulf states and Israel initiated



through the Abraham Accords, and offers the
United States and its allies a competing narrative to
the Belt and Road Initiative, one framed around
transparency, sustainability, and private capital
rather than state-directed lending.

The timing and symbolism of IMEC's
announcement were unmistakable. Coming at a
G20 summit hosted by India, it was widely
Interpreted as a direct geopolitical counterweight to
CPEC and the broader Belt and Road framework,
positioning India as the anchor of an alternative
connectivity architecture backed by Western capital
and technology.

Corridors as the New Battlefields

The competition between CPEC and IMEC
llustrates a broader shift in the nature of great
power rivalry. Formal war between nuclear-armed
states carries catastrophic risk, making direct
military confrontation between major powers
Increasingly unlikely as a primary strategy. Instead,
states compete through economic statecraft:
building alternative supply chains, courting smaller
states with Infrastructure financing, and using
connectivity projects to extend political influence. In



this sense, corridors themselves have become the
new front lines, contested not with soldiers but with
loan agreements, port leases, and diplomatic
alignments.

This does not mean the risk of actual violence is
absent. Both corridors pass through, or are
shadowed by, some of the world's most volatile
regions. IMEC's overland route depends on
stability in the Middle East, a region currently
destabilized by the ongoing conflict in Gaza and its
regional reverberations, tensions between Israel
and lran, and instability in Jordan and Lebanon.
Any escalation of these conflicts threatens to derail
IMEC's overland leg entirely, exposing the
corridor's vulnerability to precisely the kind of
regional conflict its backers hoped to route around.
CPEC, for its part, transits Balochistan, where
separatist insurgency, and the security operations
mounted against it, have already produced direct
attacks on Chinese nationals and infrastructure,
effectively making the corridor itself a target in a
low-intensity internal conflict.

Pakistan's Precarious Position



Pakistan occupies an unusually exposed position
In this rivalry. As the host of CPEC, it is deeply
iInvested in the corridor's success, both
economically and strategically, given its
long-standing alliance with China and its
complicated relationship with India. Yet Pakistan
cannot simply ignore the broader shift represented
by IMEC, since exclusion from emerging
Western-backed connectivity frameworks risks
further isolating Pakistan from investment flows
that are increasingly directed toward corridors
bypassing it entirely. The strategic challenge for
Islamabad is to deepen CPEC's productivity,
particularly through its long-delayed second phase
focused on industrial cooperation and agriculture,
while simultaneously avoiding complete diplomatic
and economic isolation from the Gulf and Western
economies now anchoring IMEC.

Complicating this balancing act is Pakistan's
relationship with Gulf states, several of whom are
now key partners in IMEC. The UAE and Saudi
Arabia, both critical sources of remittances,
Investment, and diplomatic support for Pakistan,
are simultaneously deepening commercial and
security ties with India through frameworks



connected to IMEC. Pakistan must therefore
navigate a delicate diplomatic path: preserving its
all-weather partnership with China while ensuring it
does not lose economic relevance with Gulf
partners whose interests increasingly run through
New Delhi rather than Islamabad.

Security Implications and the
Militarization of Trade Routes

As both corridors mature, their security dimensions
are likely to deepen rather than diminish. China has
already expanded its security footprint in Pakistan,
both through private security arrangements for
CPEC projects and through deeper military
cooperation, raising questions about the long-term
Implications of foreign security presence on
Pakistani soil. Similarly, IMEC's success depends
on continued naval security in the Arabian Gulf and
Red Sea, regions where Houthi attacks on
shipping, linked to the Gaza conflict, have already
disrupted global trade and drawn direct military
responses from Western navies. The Suez Canal
alternative route that IMEC partially aims to provide
has, ironically, become more urgent precisely
because of the instability IMEC itself must now



navigate.

This militarization of trade corridors mirrors
historical patterns in which economic lifelines, once
established, generate their own security
Imperatives, drawing outside powers into local
conflicts to protect infrastructure investments. The
risk for South Asia and the Middle East is that great
power competition over connectivity could
gradually entangle regional actors, including
Pakistan, India, Iran, and Gulf states, in a broader
contest whose stakes extend well beyond trade
efficiency into questions of strategic alignment and
sovereignty.

Toward a Pragmatic Pakistani
Response

Given these dynamics, Pakistan's most rational
course is neither uncritical alignment with China
nor an attempt to join IMEC in a manner that
alienates Beljing, but rather a pragmatic
diversification of economic partnerships. This
requires accelerating structural reforms that CPEC
alone cannot deliver: improving the ease of doing
business, strengthening rule of law, and building an
export base beyond textiles that can attract



Investment regardless of which corridor ultimately
dominates regional trade. It also requires resolving
the security and political grievances in Balochistan
that make CPEC vulnerable, since no amount of
external investment can compensate for a corridor
that runs through territory experiencing sustained
Insurgency. Diplomatically, Pakistan must continue
engaging Gulf partners bilaterally, ensuring that its
relevance to Saudi and Emirati interests is not
defined solely through its participation, or
non-participation, in Indian-anchored frameworks.

Conclusion

CPEC and IMEC are not merely competing
logistics  projects; they are the visible
manifestations of a deeper contest for influence
between rising and established powers in a
multipolar world. Whether or not this contest
produces direct armed conflict, it is already
reshaping alliances, Iinvestment flows, and
strategic calculations across South Asia and the
Middle East. For Pakistan, positioned at the
crossroads of both visions yet formally committed
to only one, the challenge is to extract maximum
benefit from CPEC while insulating itself against



the risks of exclusion from the emerging alternative
order represented by IMEC. Navigating this new
war front, fought with capital and connectivity
rather than conventional arms, will require a level
of diplomatic dexterity and internal reform that
Pakistan has not always demonstrated, but which
its long-term economic security now urgently
demands.



Question 3

The Power of Propaganda and the
Muslim World

Propaganda, the deliberate shaping of public
perception to serve a political, ideological, or
commercial agenda, has existed since the earliest
human societies organized themselves around
shared narratives. Yet never in history has
propaganda possessed the reach, speed, and
psychological sophistication it commands today.
For the Muslim world, home to nearly two billion
people spread across dozens of nations,
languages, and political systems, propaganda has
become both a weapon wielded against it and, at
times, a tool misused from within it. This essay
examines how propaganda operates in the modern
iInformation environment, its specific impact on the
Muslim world's image and internal cohesion, and
the pathways through which Muslim-majority
societies, including Pakistan, can build resilience
against manipulation while reclaiming the narrative
of their own civilization.

Understanding Modern Propaganda



Classical propaganda relied on state-controlled
newspapers, radio broadcasts, and posters to
shape public opinion within a defined national
audience. Today's propaganda ecosystem is
dramatically different: decentralized, algorithmically
amplified, and capable of crossing borders
Instantaneously. Social media platforms, driven by
engagement-maximizing algorithms, often reward
emotionally charged, simplified, and polarizing
content over nuanced truth, creating fertile ground
for the rapid spread of misinformation and
deliberately engineered narratives. State and
non-state actors alike have learned to exploit this
environment, using coordinated bot networks,
sponsored content, and deepfake technology to
manufacture the appearance of organic public
sentiment where none exists.

This new propaganda landscape is characterized
by what scholars term the firehose of falsehood: a
strategy of overwhelming audiences with a high
volume of messages across many channels,
regardless of internal consistency or factual
accuracy, on the theory that sheer repetition and
volume erode the audience's capacity to
distinguish truth from fabrication. Unlike traditional



propaganda, which sought to persuade audiences
of a single coherent narrative, this modern
approach often aims simply to create confusion,
cynicism, and a paralyzing sense that no version of
events can be trusted.

Propaganda Directed Against the
Muslim World

Since the early twenty-first century, and particularly
following the September 11 attacks, the Muslim
world has been subjected to sustained narrative
campaigns that conflate the actions of extremist
minorities with the beliefs and character of over a
billion ordinary Muslims. Media coverage in many
Western outlets has disproportionately associated
Islam with terrorism, violence, and civilizational
threat, despite the fact that the overwhelming
majority of terrorism's victims globally are
themselves Muslim. Academic content analyses of
major news outlets have repeatedly found that
coverage of Muslim-perpetrated violence receives
dramatically more airtime and front-page
placement than comparable acts of violence
committed by non-Muslim perpetrators, reinforcing
a skewed public perception disconnected from



underlying statistical reality.

This asymmetric coverage has tangible
consequences: rising Islamophobia across Europe
and North America, discriminatory policies
targeting Muslim minorities, and a hardened public
discourse that makes reasoned engagement with
legitimate grievances, such as the treatment of
Palestinians, Kashmiris, or Rohingya Muslims,
more difficult, since sympathy for these causes is
often reflexively dismissed as extremist sympathy
rather than a legitimate human rights concern.
Propaganda in this context does not merely
misinform; it dehumanizes, creating the
psychological conditions under which violence,
discrimination, and policy neglect against Muslim
populations become socially and politically
permissible.

Propaganda Within the Muslim World

It would be Iincomplete, however, to treat the
Muslim world purely as a passive victim of external
propaganda. Internal propaganda, deployed by
authoritarian regimes, sectarian movements, and
extremist organizations, has done significant
damage to the unity and development of Muslim



societies from within. Extremist groups such as
Daesh and various militant organizations have
proven remarkably sophisticated propagandists,
producing high-production-value recruitment
videos that romanticize violence and offer alienated
young people a seductive narrative of purpose and
belonging. Their propaganda, precisely because it
emerges from within Muslim communities and
iInvokes religious language, has done
disproportionate damage to the reputation of Islam
globally, providing external critics with vivid
Imagery to justify  broader civilizational
condemnation.

Sectarian propaganda, deliberately amplifying
Sunni-Shia divisions for political ends, has similarly
fractured Muslim unity in regions such as the
Middle East and South Asia, converting theological
differences that coexisted for centuries into
weaponized political identities exploited by regional
rivals seeking strategic advantage. State-controlled
media within several Muslim-majority countries has
also been used to suppress dissent, manufacture
legitimacy for unelected or authoritarian
leaderships, and deflect attention from governance
failures by directing public anger toward external



enemies, a pattern that ultimately weakens these
societies' capacity for internal reform and
accountability.

Pakistan and the Propaganda
Battlefield

Pakistan occupies a particularly exposed position
In this contested information environment. It is
simultaneously a target of external propaganda,
often portrayed reductively in international media
as synonymous with terrorism and instability
despite its considerable sacrifices In
counter-terrorism efforts, and a battleground for
regional Information warfare, particularly in its
rivalry with India, where both nations' media and
social networks routinely amplify hostile narratives
during periods of tension. The Pulwama-Balakot
crisis of 2019 offered a vivid case study, with both
Indian and Pakistani media, and coordinated social
media campaigns, generating competing and often
demonstrably false claims about military
engagements, contributing to public confusion and
heightened risk of miscalculation between two
nuclear-armed states.



Domestically, propaganda has also shaped
Pakistan's own political discourse, with competing
political parties and their supporters increasingly
relying on coordinated social media campaigns,
sometimes involving paid troll networks, to shape
narratives, discredit opponents, and manufacture
the appearance of grassroots support. This has
contributed to a corrosive political culture in which
factual debate is often replaced by narrative
warfare, undermining the quality of democratic
discourse Pakistan urgently needs to address its
governance challenges.

Building Resilience: Media Literacy and
Counter-Narrative

The response to propaganda cannot be censorship
alone, which risks suppressing legitimate dissent
alongside genuine misinformation and often proves
iIneffective against a decentralized information
ecosystem. Instead, the most durable defense lies
In  building societal resilience through media
literacy, critical thinking education, and the
cultivation of credible independent journalism.
Educational curricula across the Muslim world,
Including in Pakistan, should incorporate media



literacy training that equips young people to identify
manipulation techniques, verify sources, and resist
the emotional manipulation that propaganda relies
upon.

Equally important is the development of authentic
counter-narratives that showcase the diversity,
achievement, and humanity of Muslim societies
rather than merely reacting defensively to external
mischaracterization. Muslim scholars, artists,
scientists, and civil society organizations possess a
wealth of material, from centuries of scientific and
philosophical  contribution to contemporary
achievements in technology, literature, and
humanitarian work, that can reshape global
perception when amplified strategically rather than
left to be overshadowed by extremist imagery.
Collaborative efforts among the fifty-seven member
states of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation to
Invest in credible, professionally produced
International media capable of competing with
major global outlets would represent a significant
step toward reclaiming narrative agency rather
than perpetually responding to narratives set by
others.



The Role of Diplomacy and
International Institutions

Beyond media strategy, diplomatic engagement
remains essential. Muslim-majority states must
consistently and credibly advocate within
International forums against discriminatory profiling
and hate speech directed at Muslim communities,
while simultaneously holding their own extremist
elements accountable, ensuring their advocacy
carries moral credibility rather than appearing as
selective grievance. Pakistan, given its unique
position as a nuclear-armed Muslim-majority
democracy  with deep engagement In
counter-terrorism, is well placed to play a
constructive leadership role in these efforts,
provided its own domestic political stability and
governance credibility are strengthened to support
such leadership.

Conclusion

Propaganda in the modern era is not merely a
nuisance to be dismissed but a genuine instrument
of power capable of shaping perceptions, justifying
policy, and even precipitating conflict. The Muslim
world finds itself simultaneously targeted by



external mischaracterization and weakened by
propaganda generated from within its own
fractures. Confronting this dual challenge requires
neither victimhood nor denial, but a deliberate
strategy combining media literacy, credible
iIndependent journalism, authentic
counter-narrative, and principled diplomatic
advocacy. For Pakistan and the broader Muslim
world, reclaiming narrative agency in an age of
algorithmic amplification is no longer optional; it is a
strategic necessity as fundamental to national
security as any conventional defense capability,
because in the contemporary world, the battle for
perception often precedes, and sometimes
determines, the battle for material power.



Question 4

Phase Out of Fossil Fuel and Arab
Economies

For nearly a century, oil has been the defining fact
of Arab economic and political life. It financed the
transformation of desert sheikhdoms into global
financial centers, gave Arab states outsized
iInfluence in world affairs through organizations like
OPEC, and shaped alliances, wars, and diplomatic
relationships across the globe. Yet the twenty-first
century has introduced an existential challenge to
this oil-based order: the accelerating global
transition away from fossil fuels, driven by climate
change concerns, technological advances in
renewable energy, and shifting geopolitical
priorittes among major economies. This essay
examines the scale of the fossil fuel phase-out
challenge facing Arab economies, the divergent
strategies different Arab states have adopted in
response, and the broader lessons this transition
holds for resource-dependent economies, including
Pakistan, which must navigate its own energy
future in an increasingly decarbonizing world.



The Scale of Dependence

The extent of Arab economic dependence on
hydrocarbons is difficult to overstate. In Saudi
Arabia, oil revenues have historically accounted for
the majority of government income and a
substantial share of gross domestic product. Gulf
Cooperation Council states collectively hold a
significant proportion of the world's proven oll
reserves and have built sovereign wealth funds,
Infrastructure, and social welfare systems almost
entirely on the foundation of hydrocarbon exports.
This dependence is not merely economic but
political: the social contract in many Gulf states, Iin
which citizens receive generous subsidies,
employment guarantees, and minimal taxation in
exchange for limited political participation, has
been financed almost entirely by oil rents. A
serious and sustained decline in oil revenue
therefore threatens not only fiscal balances but the
underlying political stability of these systems.

The Global Energy Transition

The forces driving the global shift away from fossil
fuels are formidable and increasingly irreversible.
The Paris Agreement and subsequent climate



commitments have pushed major economies,
Including the European Union, China, and
Increasingly the United States, toward binding
targets for reducing carbon emissions and
expanding renewable energy capacity. The cost of
solar and wind power has fallen dramatically over
the past decade, In many markets now
undercutting fossil fuel generation even without
subsidy. Electric vehicle adoption, while uneven
across regions, is accelerating rapidly in major
automobile markets, directly threatening the
transportation sector's demand for oil, historically
one of its largest consumption categories.
International Energy Agency projections have
repeatedly signaled that global oil demand may
peak within this decade, a scenario that would
have seemed unthinkable to oil-exporting
economies just a generation ago.

This transition is not driven purely by
environmental idealism. Energy security concerns,
particularly following the disruptions caused by the
Russia-Ukraine war, have accelerated Western
Investment in domestic renewable capacity and
nuclear power as alternatives to imported
hydrocarbons, further reducing long-term



dependence on Gulf oil exports. The convergence
of climate policy, economic competitiveness, and
energy security concerns means the pressure on
fossil fuel demand is unlikely to reverse, even amid
short-term fluctuations in oil prices driven by
geopolitical crises.

Divergent Arab Responses:
Diversification and Its Limits

Recognizing this existential challenge, several
Arab states have launched ambitious economic
diversification programs. Saudi Arabia's Vision
2030, spearheaded by Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, represents perhaps the most
comprehensive attempt to reduce oil dependence,
encompassing massive investments in tourism,
entertainment, technology, and futuristic urban
development projects such as NEOM. The United
Arab Emirates has pursued a similarly aggressive
diversification strategy for decades longer,
transforming Dubai in particular into a global hub
for trade, finance, tourism, and logistics, with oil
now representing a relatively modest share of its
economy compared to other Gulf states. Qatar has
leveraged its natural gas reserves, positioning



liguefied natural gas as a transitional fuel that may
retain relevance longer than oil given its
comparatively lower emissions profile, while
simultaneously investing sovereign wealth in global
assets to build income streams independent of
hydrocarbon extraction.

However, these diversification efforts, while
Impressive in scale and ambition, face significant
structural limits. Tourism and finance sectors,
however successful, cannot easily replace the
sheer volume of revenue historically generated by
oll exports, particularly for larger states with
substantial populations such as Saudi Arabia.
Diversification projects also require enormous
upfront capital investment, often itself financed by
oil revenue, creating a paradox in which the
transition away from oil dependence is currently
being funded by oll itself. Moreover, non-oil sectors
In many Gulf states remain heavily reliant on
foreign labor and imported expertise, raising
guestions about whether diversification is
genuinely  building  sustainable indigenous
economic capacity or simply constructing an
alternative rentier model dependent on different
external inputs.



Arab states with less abundant hydrocarbon
reserves and less capital to invest in diversification,
such as Algeria, Irag, and to a lesser extent Oman,
face considerably starker challenges. These
economies remain heavily dependent on oil and
gas exports for government revenue and foreign
currency earnings, with limited fiscal buffers or
sovereign wealth accumulated during boom years,
leaving them acutely vulnerable to sustained price
declines or reduced global demand without
comparable capacity to pivot toward alternative
economic models.

Social and Political Implications

The fossil fuel phase-out carries implications well
beyond economics. The social contracts
underpinning political stability in Gulf monarchies,
built on generous subsidies and public employment
financed by oil wealth, will become increasingly
difficult to sustain as revenues decline, potentially
generating political pressures these systems have
not historically had to manage. Some states have
already begun introducing value-added taxes and
reducing subsidies, politically sensitive measures
that would have been unthinkable during the height



of the oil boom, signaling recognition among ruling
elites that the old model cannot be indefinitely
sustained.

There is also a demographic dimension: rapidly
growing young populations across the Arab world
require millions of new jobs in coming decades, a
challenge diversification strategies must address
directly if declining oil revenue is not to translate
Into rising unemployment and associated social
instability. The Arab Spring of 2011, while triggered
by a complex combination of factors, demonstrated
how economic grievance and blocked opportunity
for youth populations can rapidly translate into
political upheaval, a lesson Gulf and broader Arab
leaderships are acutely aware of as they navigate
the energy transition.

Lessons for Pakistan and
Resource-Dependent Economies

Pakistan, while not itself a major hydrocarbon
exporter, has significant stakes in how this
transition unfolds. Millions of Pakistani expatriate
workers in the Gulf send home remittances that
constitute a critical source of foreign exchange for
Pakistan's economy; any serious economic



contraction in Gulf states resulting from declining
oll revenue would directly threaten this vital income
stream. Pakistan must therefore actively diversify
the destinations and sectors in which its overseas
workforce Is employed, rather than remaining
overwhelmingly dependent on Gulf construction
and service sectors likely to contract as
diversification and automation proceed.

More broadly, the Arab experience offers a
cautionary lesson in the danger of building an
economy around a single resource without building
parallel human capital, institutional capacity, and
diversified industry during periods of prosperity.
Pakistan's own reliance on textile exports and
remittances, while different in character from oill
dependence, shares the underlying vulnerability of
narrow economic bases exposed to external shifts
In demand and global economic structure.
Investment in renewable energy, in which Pakistan
has abundant untapped solar and hydropower
potential, also offers Pakistan an opportunity to
reduce its own costly dependence on imported
fossil fuels for domestic power generation,
simultaneously easing chronic balance of
payments pressure linked to energy imports and



positioning Pakistan advantageously as global
energy systems shift.

A Managed Transition, Not an Abrupt
Collapse

It is important to note that the phase-out of fossil
fuels, while accelerating, remains gradual rather
than sudden, and oll is likely to retain significant, if
declining, relevance for decades, particularly in
sectors such as aviation and petrochemicals where
alternatives remain less mature. This provides
Arab economies a transitional window, though a
narrowing one, in which to complete diversification
efforts before oil revenue becomes insufficient to
sustain current fiscal and social models. The states
that succeed in this transition will likely be those
that treat diversification not as a public relations
exercise but as a genuine restructuring of
economic incentives, education systems, and
governance models capable of generating
sustainable, broad-based prosperity independent
of hydrocarbon rents.

Conclusion



The global phase-out of fossil fuels represents one
of the most significant structural challenges facing
Arab economies since the discovery of oil itself.
While states such as the UAE and Saudi Arabia
have mounted ambitious, well-resourced
diversification  strategies, the fundamental
challenge of replacing oil's economic and political
function remains far from resolved, and less
wealthy hydrocarbon-dependent states face
considerably more precarious futures. For
Pakistan, deeply intertwined with Gulf economies
through remittances and labor migration, and
facing its own energy security challenges, the
unfolding Arab transition offers both a direct
economic stake and an instructive lesson:
prosperity built on a single resource, however
abundant, is inherently fragile unless proactively
diversified during the years when that resource still
generates the capital needed to build what comes
after it.



Question 5

Pragmatism vs Passion in Politics

Politics has always been pulled between two
competing instincts: the passionate conviction that
drives movements for justice and change, and the
pragmatic calculation that seeks workable
outcomes within the constraints of reality. Passion
Inspires people to imagine a better world and
mobilizes them to fight for it; pragmatism insists on
the discipline of compromise, incrementalism, and
the acceptance that governing requires trade-offs
rarely available to those who merely campaign or
protest. Neither force alone is sufficient to build a
just and functioning polity. This essay examines
the respective strengths and dangers of passion
and pragmatism in political life, explores historical
and contemporary examples of both in action, and
argues that durable political success, particularly in
a complex and fragile democracy like Pakistan,
requires a deliberate synthesis of the two rather
than the dominance of either in isolation.

The Power and Peril of Political
Passion



Passion is the fuel of political transformation. Every
major expansion of human rights and dignity, from
the abolition of slavery to the suffrage movements,
from anti-colonial independence struggles to civil
rights movements, has been driven by individuals
and communities whose moral conviction refused
to accept the status quo as permanent. Passion
generates the courage necessary to challenge
entrenched power, the emotional resonance that
mobilizes mass movements, and the moral clarity
that can cut through political cynicism to articulate
a genuinely better vision of society. Without
passionate advocacy, gradual and incremental
politics tends toward preserving existing power
structures rather than challenging injustice, since
those who benefit from the status quo rarely
volunteer to relinquish their advantages through
pragmatic negotiation alone.

Yet passion untethered from strategic discipline
carries serious risks. Passionate movements can
become dogmatic, treating compromise itself as
betrayal and alienating potential allies whose
support is necessary for lasting change. Passion
can also be exploited by demagogues who channel
legitimate grievance into destructive populism,



offering emotionally satisfying but practically
unworkable solutions that ultimately deepen the
problems they claim to solve. The French
Revolution's descent from idealistic pursuit of
liberty into the Terror illustrates how unchecked
revolutionary passion, absent pragmatic
Institutional safeguards, can consume the very
iIdeals it initially sought to advance. Political
passion, in short, is necessary for identifying what
ought to be done, but dangerous when it becomes
the sole guide for how it should actually be
accomplished.

The Discipline and Limits of
Pragmatism

Pragmatism, by contrast, prioritizes achievable
outcomes over ideological purity. A pragmatic
politician asks not what is ideally desirable in the
abstract, but what can realistically be accomplished
given existing institutional constraints, competing
Interests, and available resources. This approach
has produced some of history's most consequential
political achievements. Nelson Mandela's decision,
after decades of imprisonment, to pursue
reconciliation rather than retribution against South



Africa's apartheid architects was a profound act of
political pragmatism, one that prioritized the
stability and viability of the new democratic state
over the emotionally understandable desire for
vengeance. Similarly, Deng Xiaoping's pragmatic
economic reforms, famously encapsulated in his
Indifference to the color of the cat so long as it
caught mice, transformed China's economy despite
representing an ideological departure from strict
socialist orthodoxy, prioritizing material outcomes
over doctrinal consistency.

Yet pragmatism, too, carries its own dangers when
divorced from underlying moral conviction.
Pragmatism without principle can degenerate into
mere opportunism, a willingness to abandon any
position for short-term political advantage, eroding
public trust and reducing politics to transactional
maneuvering devoid of genuine purpose.
Excessive pragmatism can also become an excuse
for inaction, a rationalization for perpetually
deferring necessary but politically difficult reforms
In favor of comfortable incrementalism that never
actually arrives at meaningful change. Politicians
who present themselves as purely pragmatic
technocrats, without any animating vision of what



their pragmatism ultimately serves, often struggle
to inspire the public support necessary to
Implement even sensible policy, since human
beings are motivated by narrative and conviction
as much as by technical competence.

The False Dichotomy

Careful examination reveals that the most
consequential political leaders in history have
rarely been purely passionate or purely pragmatic,
but have instead combined both In careful
proportion, deploying passion to articulate vision
and build public support while employing
pragmatism to translate that vision into durable
Institutional reality. Abraham Lincoln's opposition to
slavery was rooted in deep moral conviction, yet
his approach to abolition, including the careful
timing of the Emancipation Proclamation and his
willingness to prioritize preserving the Union in his
public rhetoric even while working toward abolition,
reflected considerable pragmatic calculation about
what was politically achievable at each stage of the
conflict. Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of
non-violent resistance combined passionate moral
conviction about justice with a remarkably



pragmatic understanding of how to mobilize mass
participation and manage relations with colonial
authorities in ways that maximized political
effectiveness rather than mere symbolic protest.

Pakistan's Political Landscape: A Case
Study in Imbalance

Pakistan's political history offers instructive, and
often cautionary, examples of both passion and
pragmatism, frequently in dangerous imbalance.
The founding movement itself required both: the
passionate conviction, articulated by leaders and
embraced by millions, that Muslims of the
subcontinent deserved a homeland of their own,
combined with the pragmatic constitutional and
diplomatic strategy pursued by Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah to actually achieve that
homeland through negotiation with  British
authorities and the Congress party rather than
through violent revolution.

In subsequent decades, however, Pakistani politics
has frequently suffered from an excess of passion
untethered to pragmatic governance capacity, and
conversely from pragmatic maneuvering devoid of
genuine principle. Political rhetoric across the



spectrum often emphasizes passionate,
emotionally charged appeals, invoking religious
and nationalist sentiment, personal loyalty to
charismatic leaders, and dramatic promises of
transformation, while offering comparatively little
pragmatic detail about how proposed changes
would actually be implemented given Pakistan's
genuine fiscal, Institutional, and structural
constraints. This has produced a recurring cycle in
which passionately elected leaders, having
promised transformative change, encounter the
pragmatic realities of governance, including
entrenched bureaucratic resistance, limited fiscal
space, and complex civil-military relations, and
either fail to deliver on their passionate promises or
resort to authoritarian shortcuts when pragmatic
negotiation proves too slow or difficult.

Conversely, Pakistan has also witnessed periods
of pragmatism divorced from principle, particularly
In the frequent political realignments and
defections that characterize coalition politics,
where politicians shift allegiance based on
calculations of personal advantage rather than
consistent ideological commitment, eroding public
trust in the political class as a whole and reinforcing



perceptions that pragmatism, in the Pakistani
context, often functions as a euphemism for
opportunism rather than genuine strategic wisdom
In service of the national interest.

Toward a Productive Synthesis

The path toward more effective and legitimate
governance in Pakistan, and indeed in any
democracy, lies not in choosing between passion
and pragmatism but in cultivating leadership and
Institutions capable of holding both simultaneously.
This requires political leaders willing to articulate a
genuinely compelling, morally serious vision for the
country's future, whether on economic justice,
governance reform, or national security, while
pairing that vision with the pragmatic institutional
knowledge and coalition-building skill necessary to
actually implement it against inevitable resistance.
It also requires a citizenry and media environment
capable of distinguishing between passionate
conviction grounded in genuine principle and
passionate rhetoric deployed cynically for electoral
mobilization, since the public's own ability to
demand this synthesis from its leaders is itself a
crucial check on both empty pragmatism and



reckless demagoguery.

Institutionally, this synthesis is aided by strong,
Independent institutions, including a professional
civil service, an independent judiciary, and a free
press, which can constrain both the excesses of
unchecked passionate populism and the drift of
pragmatism into unprincipled opportunism, by
holding leaders accountable to consistent
standards regardless of their rhetorical style.
Pakistan's ongoing struggle to strengthen these
Institutions is, in this sense, directly connected to
Its struggle to produce political leadership capable
of the passion-pragmatism synthesis its complex
challenges demand.

Conclusion

Passion and pragmatism are not opposing forces
to be weighed against one another and one
ultimately chosen, but complementary capacities
that effective political leadership must integrate.
Passion without pragmatism produces movements
that inspire but fail to govern; pragmatism without
passion produces governance that functions but
fails to inspire, and often fails to address the
deeper injustices that passionate movements exist



to confront. For Pakistan, a nation whose founding
required precisely this synthesis and whose
subsequent history has too often suffered from its
absence, the path toward stable, effective, and
legitimate democratic governance depends on
cultivating leaders, institutions, and a political
culture capable of marrying the moral clarity of
conviction with the disciplined competence of
pragmatic execution, recognizing that a nation,
much like an individual, needs both a heart
passionate enough to dream and a mind pragmatic
enough to build.



Question 6

BRICS and Pakistan: Prospects of
Recovery

The global economic order established after the
Second World Warr, anchored by
Western-dominated institutions such as the
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and
the dollar-based international financial system, is
facing its most serious challenge in decades from
the expanding BRICS grouping. Originally
comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa, BRICS has since expanded to include
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the United Arab Emirates,
and other new members, representing a
substantial share of global population, economic
output, and, increasingly, a coordinated alternative
vision for global governance and finance. For
Pakistan, a country experiencing chronic balance
of payments crises, heavy reliance on IMF bailout
programs, and mounting external debt, the rise of
BRICS raises an important strategic question: does
this emerging bloc offer a genuine pathway toward
economic recovery and diversified international
partnership, or are the obstacles to Pakistan's



meaningful participation, both structural and
geopolitical, simply too significant to overcome?
This essay examines BRICS's evolving role in the
global economy, the specific opportunities and
constraints it presents for Pakistan, and the
broader question of what genuine economic
recovery for Pakistan actually requires, with or
without BRICS membership.

BRICS: From Acronym to Institutional
Alternative

When the BRIC acronym was coined by economist
Jim O'Neill in 2001, it was intended merely as an
Investment thesis identifying fast-growing emerging
markets, not a political grouping. Yet member
states themselves transformed the concept into a
genuine Institutional framework, holding regular
summits, establishing the New Development Bank
as an alternative to the World Bank, and creating
the Contingent Reserve Arrangement as an
alternative emergency financing mechanism to the
IMF. The 2023 and 2024 expansions, admitting
new members including major oil producers and
regional powers, signaled BRICS's ambition to
position itself as a genuine counterweight to



Western-dominated international financial
architecture, particularly appealing to countries
frustrated by the conditionalities and perceived
double standards embedded in Western-led
lending institutions.

BRICS's appeal to many developing economies
rests on several pillars: the promise of financing
with fewer politically intrusive conditions than
traditional IMF programs, growing discussion of
reducing dependence on the US dollar for trade
settlement, and a broader narrative of South-South
cooperation that resonates with countries skeptical
of a global order still shaped disproportionately by
former colonial powers. For nations frustrated by
structural adjustment conditions historically
attached to Western lending, including privatization
mandates, subsidy removals, and currency
devaluation requirements, BRICS financing
mechanisms offer at least the theoretical prospect
of support without equivalent political strings
attached.

Pakistan's Economic Predicament

Pakistan's economic challenges are well
documented and severe. The country has entered



IMF programs more than twenty times since
Independence, reflecting a chronic inability to
achieve sustainable fiscal and external balance
without periodic emergency support. Persistent
trade deficits, low tax collection relative to GDP,
heavy reliance on remittances and external
borrowing to finance imports, and vulnerability to
global commodity price shocks have combined to
produce recurring balance of payments crises, the
most recent of which brought Pakistan perilously
close to sovereign default before securing IMF
support. Rising debt servicing costs now consume
a substantial share of federal government revenue,
crowding out spending on development priorities
such as education, health, and infrastructure that
are essential for long-term growth.

Given this backdrop, it is unsurprising that
Pakistani policymakers and commentators have
periodically expressed interest in BRICS as a
potential source of alternative financing and
diversified International partnership, less
dependent on the conditionalities and geopolitical
alignment historically expected by Western lenders
and allies.



The Case for Pakistan's Engagement
with BRICS

There are genuine arguments favoring deeper
Pakistani engagement with BRICS mechanisms.
China, Pakistan's closest strategic partner and a
founding BRICS member, has consistently
advocated for expanding BRICS membership and
could plausibly support Pakistan's eventual
Inclusion or closer association. Deeper integration
with BRICS trade and financial mechanisms could
offer Pakistan alternative avenues for financing
Infrastructure and development projects, potentially
complementing rather than replacing existing
CPEC cooperation. Growing BRICS discussions
around local currency trade settlement could also,
In principle, help Pakistan reduce its chronic
vulnerability to dollar shortages that have
repeatedly triggered exchange rate crises and
Import restrictions.

Moreover, symbolic and diplomatic benefits exist
iIndependent of concrete financial mechanisms:
closer association with an emerging multipolar
economic order could provide Pakistan additional
diplomatic leverage and international visibility



beyond its often crisis-dominated coverage In
Western media, potentially supporting broader
efforts to attract Investment and rebuild
International economic confidence.

The Formidable Obstacles

Despite these theoretical advantages, the
obstacles to Pakistan deriving meaningful
economic recovery through BRICS engagement
are substantial and, in the near term, likely
decisive. The most significant obstacle is
geopolitical: India, a founding and increasingly
iInfluential BRICS member, maintains deeply
adversarial relations with Pakistan, and has
consistently demonstrated willingness to use
multilateral forums to constrain Pakistani interests
where possible. India's opposition would present a
serious, potentially insurmountable obstacle to
formal Pakistani BRICS membership, given that
major decisions within the grouping typically
require consensus among existing members.

Beyond the membership question, it is important to
recognize that BRICS financing mechanisms,
Including the New Development Bank, remain
considerably smaller in scale than the IMF and



World Bank, and have thus far primarily served
founding members rather than functioning as a
readily available alternative safety net for
non-member developing economies facing acute
balance of payments crises. Pakistan's immediate
and recurring need is not primarily for long-term
development financing, which BRICS mechanisms
are somewhat better positioned to offer, but for
emergency balance of payments support during
periods of crisis, a function the IMF continues to
perform at a scale and speed BRICS institutions
have not yet matched.

Furthermore, and perhaps most fundamentally,
BRICS membership or engagement cannot
substitute for the structural domestic reforms
Pakistan's economy genuinely requires. No
amount of alternative external financing addresses
Pakistan's underlying fiscal challenges: a narrow
tax base with extensive exemptions and weak
enforcement, an energy sector burdened by
circular debt and inefficient generation and
distribution, state-owned enterprises that
consistently generate losses financed by public
borrowing, and an export sector that remains
overly concentrated in low value-added textiles



rather than diversified, competitive industries.
These structural weaknesses would continue to
generate recurring crises regardless of which
International partners or institutions Pakistan
engages with, since the fundamental problem lies
In domestic economic management rather than the
identity of external financing sources.

Learning from BRICS Members' Own
Trajectories

It is also worth noting that BRICS membership itself
has not guaranteed economic stability or
transformation for existing members. Brazil and
South Africa have experienced significant
economic volatility and periods of crisis despite
founding BRICS membership, while Russia's
economy has been severely constrained by
International sanctions following its invasion of
Ukraine, illustrating that BRICS association does
not insulate members from either domestic
structural weaknesses or external geopolitical
shocks. This suggests that Pakistan's path toward
genuine economic recovery cannot realistically
depend on which international bloc or alliance it
associates with, but must instead center on the



difficult, unglamorous work of domestic institutional
and fiscal reform that no external partnership,
however favorably structured, can substitute for.

A Pragmatic Path Forward

Rather than viewing BRICS engagement as either
a solution to be pursued uncritically or a distraction
to be dismissed, Pakistan's most rational approach
IS pragmatic diversification: maintaining and
deepening its essential relationship with the IMF
and Western financial institutions, which remain the
primary source of emergency financing and
continue to anchor Pakistan's access to broader
International capital markets, while simultaneously
exploring specific, targeted areas of cooperation
with BRICS mechanisms, particularly the New
Development Bank, for development project
financing where terms prove genuinely favorable,
all without treating either relationship as mutually
exclusive or ideologically driven. This pragmatic
diversification approach avoids the risk of
alienating essential Western partners and lenders
while still capturing whatever incremental benefits
BRICS engagement can realistically offer.



Simultaneously, and more importantly, Pakistan
must prioritize the domestic reform agenda that
ultimately determines whether any external
financing, from any source, translates into
sustainable recovery rather than merely delaying
the next crisis: broadening the tax base, resolving
circular debt in the energy sector, restructuring or
privatizing loss-making state enterprises, and
building an export base capable of generating
sustainable foreign exchange earnings
Independent of remittances and periodic external
borrowing.

Conclusion

BRICS represents a genuinely significant shift in
global economic governance, offering developing
economies an emerging alternative to exclusively
Western-anchored financial institutions. For
Pakistan, however, the prospects for using BRICS
as a primary vehicle for economic recovery are
constrained by serious geopolitical obstacles,
particularly Indian opposition, and by the more
fundamental reality that BRICS mechanisms are
not yet equipped to substitute for the scale and
speed of support Pakistan's recurring balance of



payments crises require. Genuine Pakistani
economic recovery, whatever its external financing
sources, ultimately depends far more on the
difficult domestic work of fiscal discipline, energy
sector reform, and export diversification than on
the particular international bloc Islamabad aligns
itself with. BRICS may offer Pakistan useful
supplementary opportunities, but it is not, and
cannot be, a substitute for the structural reforms
only Pakistan itself can undertake.



Question 7

Artificial Intelligence: The Death of
Creativity

Few technological developments in recent memory
have provoked as much anxiety about the future of
human creative expression as the rapid advance of
generative artificial intelligence. Systems capable
of producing paintings, music, poetry, and prose in
seconds, often indistinguishable in quality from
human-created work, have led many to declare
that we are witnessing the death of creativity itself,
an obsolescence of the artist, writer, and composer
In the face of machines that can generate infinite
content on demand. This essay interrogates that
claim, arguing that while artificial intelligence is
genuinely transforming the creative landscape and
poses real economic and ethical challenges to
creative professions, the deeper capacity for
creativity, understood as the generation of original
meaning from lived human experience, is not dying
but being redefined, and that the more urgent task
IS not mourning creativity's death but consciously
shaping how humans and Al coexist as creative
partners.



Defining Creativity Before Pronouncing
Its Death

Any serious examination of whether Al Kills
creativity must begin by defining what creativity
actually is. Creativity is commonly understood as
the capacity to generate ideas, works, or solutions
that are both novel and valuable, drawing on
knowledge, experience, and imagination to
produce something that did not previously exist in
that form. Human creativity, crucially, is entangled
with consciousness, emotion, intention, and lived
experience: a poem about grief carries weight
because it emerges from a being capable of
actually grieving; a painting of war carries moral
and emotional resonance because it reflects a
consciousness capable of suffering and empathy.

Generative Al systems, by contrast, produce
outputs through statistical pattern recognition
across vast datasets of human-created work,
predicting likely sequences of words, pixels, or
notes based on probability distributions learned
from training data. They do not experience grief,
joy, or moral conviction; they simulate the statistical
patterns associated with human expressions of



these states. This distinction matters enormously
for the question at hand: Al can replicate the
surface features of creative output with remarkable
fidelity, but it does not, at least with current
technology, possess the interior life from which
human creativity has traditionally been understood
to emerge.

The Legitimate Anxieties

None of this means concerns about Al's impact on
creative fields are unfounded. The economic
disruption is real and already underway:
llustrators, copywriters, voice actors, and
musicians are experiencing genuine displacement
as Al tools generate content that clients
Increasingly consider adequate substitutes for
human-created work, particularly for commercial
and formulaic applications where distinctive artistic
vision matters less than functional output. The legal
and ethical questions surrounding Al training data,
much of which has been scraped from copyrighted
human creative work without explicit consent or
compensation, raise legitimate concerns about a
system that essentially profits from uncompensated
appropriation of the very human creativity it Is



accused of displacing.

There is also a subtler cultural anxiety worth taking
seriously: as Al-generated content floods creative
marketplaces, there is a genuine risk of
homogenization, where the statistically average,
algorithmically optimized aesthetic favored by Al
systems trained to predict likely outputs gradually
crowds out more distinctive, challenging, or
experimental human voices that do not conform to
statistical norms. If audiences and platforms
Increasingly reward the fast, cheap, adequate
output Al can generate at scale, there is a real risk
that the economic incentives supporting ambitious,
time-intensive, genuinely original human creative
work could erode, not because Al possesses
superior creativity, but because market economics
do not always reward the best work; they often
reward the most efficiently produced adequate
work.

The Historical Pattern of Technological
Disruption in Creative Fields

It Is worth situating current anxieties within the
longer history of technology's relationship with
human creativity, a history that offers a more



complicated picture than simple displacement. The
Invention of photography was initially feared as the
death of painting, since a machine could now
capture visual reality with a fidelity no painter could
match. Instead, photography liberated painting
from the burden of pure representation, catalyzing
movements such as Impressionism, Cubism, and
Abstract Expressionism that explored dimensions
of visual experience photography could not
capture. The synthesizer was feared as the death
of musicianship, yet it birthed entirely new genres
and expanded rather than replaced the palette of
human musical expression. Digital photography
and editing software transformed but did not
eliminate photography as a serious art form; if
anything, it dramatically expanded the number of
people able to practice photographic creativity,
even as it displaced significant portions of the
commercial photography industry.

This pattern suggests that transformative creative
technologies typically do not eliminate human
creativity but redistribute it, destroying certain
categories of creative labor, particularly the more
formulaic and commercially routine categories,
while opening new creative territories that did not



previously exist. Generative Al may well follow a
similar trajectory: displacing routine commercial
content generation while creating new creative
roles centered on curation, prompt-based direction,
human-Al collaborative art forms, and, crucially, an
Increased premium on distinctly human creative
work precisely because it becomes scarcer and
more clearly differentiated from abundant
Al-generated content.

Creativity as a Uniquely Human
Capacity for Meaning

The deepest argument against the death of
creativity thesis rests on the observation that
creativity's value has never been purely about the
technical quality or novelty of the output in
Isolation, but about the meaning that output carries
by virtue of its origin. A child's crude drawing
carries emotional value to a parent that no
technically superior Al-generated image could
replicate, precisely because its value derives from
the relationship and lived reality behind its creation,
not merely its visual qualities. Similarly, audiences
value human artistic achievement partly because it
represents an authentic human being's struggle,



Insight, and choice, a form of value that cannot be
manufactured by a system, however sophisticated,
that does not itself struggle, choose, or mean
anything by what it produces.

This suggests that rather than dying, human
creativity may become more, not less, valued in an
Al-saturated creative landscape, precisely because
authentic human origin becomes a scarcer and
more meaningful marker of value once technically
competent content becomes abundant and
essentially free to produce. We may be moving
toward a creative economy in which raw technical
execution is commoditized by Al, while the
premium  shifts decisively toward original
conception, authentic voice, and the ineffable
human context that gives creative work its deeper
resonance.

Implications for Pakistan's Creative and
Educational Landscape

For Pakistan, a country with a rich but historically
under-resourced  creative  sector  spanning
literature, music, visual arts, and increasingly
digital content creation, the Al transformation
carries both risk and opportunity. Pakistani creative



professionals working in commercially competitive
but formulaic sectors, such as certain forms of
graphic design, content writing, and stock
photography, face genuine economic pressure
from Al tools capable of undercutting their pricing.
At the same time, Al tools also lower the barrier to
entry for creative production, potentially enabling
talented Pakistani creators with limited access to
expensive production resources to compete more
effectively on a global stage by using Al as a
force-multiplying collaborative tool rather than
viewing it purely as a threat.

Pakistan's education system, if it is to prepare
young people for this transformed creative
landscape, must move decisively away from rote
memorization toward cultivating precisely the
capacities Al cannot replicate: critical thinking,
emotional intelligence, original conceptual thinking,
and the courage to develop a distinctive authentic
voice, since technical execution skills alone will
offer diminishing competitive advantage in a world
where Al can execute technically proficient work on
demand.

Conclusion



Artificial intelligence is not killing creativity; it is
forcing a long-overdue clarification of what
creativity actually means and where its genuine
value resides. The technology poses real and
serious challenges to creative livelihoods,
particularly in commercially routine categories of
creative labor, and these disruptions deserve
serious policy attention, including questions of fair
compensation for training data and support for
displaced creative workers. But the deeper human
capacity for creativity, understood as the
generation of meaning from lived experience,
consciousness, and authentic choice, remains
untouched by Al's statistical pattern generation,
however impressive its surface mimicry becomes.
The task before us, in Pakistan and globally, is not
to mourn a death that has not actually occurred,
but to consciously build creative, economic, and
educational systems that channel Al's genuine
capabilities toward augmenting rather than
replacing the irreplaceable human creative spirit,
ensuring that as machines learn to generate,
humans remain free, and increasingly valued, for
what only they can truly create.



Question 8

Pathways to Pakistan's Prosperity

Pakistan stands today at a crossroads familiar to
many nations that gained independence in the
mid-twentieth century with tremendous promise,
only to find themselves, decades later, still
struggling to translate potential into sustained
prosperity. With a population exceeding two
hundred and forty million, abundant natural and
human resources, a strategically significant
geographic location, and a demonstrated capacity
for resilience through repeated crises, Pakistan
possesses the raw ingredients for prosperity. What
it has lacked, consistently, is the institutional
coherence, policy continuity, and governance
guality needed to convert those ingredients into
sustained development. This essay maps the
principal pathways through which Pakistan can
move toward genuine and durable prosperity:
economic and fiscal reform, human capital
Investment, governance and Institutional
strengthening, energy security, and strategic
economic diplomacy, arguing that prosperity will
emerge not from any single silver-bullet policy but



from the disciplined, sustained pursuit of reform
across each of these interconnected domains.

Fiscal Reform: Broadening the Base

Pakistan's most immediate structural constraint is
fiscal. The country's tax-to-GDP ratio remains
among the lowest in the region, a reflection of a
narrow tax base, extensive exemptions granted to
powerful sectors including large-scale agriculture
and real estate, and weak enforcement capacity
that allows significant informal economic activity to
escape taxation entirely. This chronic revenue
shortfall forces the government into a persistent
cycle of borrowing, both domestic and external, to
finance basic expenditure, crowding out the
development spending that genuine prosperity
requires while feeding an ever-growing debt
servicing burden that now consumes an outsized
share of federal revenue.

Genuine fiscal reform requires politically difficult
but economically essential steps: bringing
agricultural income, currently taxed at provincial
level with minimal effective enforcement, into a
meaningful and fairly assessed tax framework;
documenting and taxing the real estate sector, long



used as a vehicle for undeclared wealth;
simplifying an overly complex tax code that
currently burdens compliant taxpayers while
leaving substantial informal activity untouched; and
building the digital and administrative capacity of
tax collection agencies to reduce reliance on
withholding taxes that disproportionately burden
the already-documented formal economy. Without
addressing this fiscal foundation, no other reform
agenda, however well designed, can Dbe
sustainably financed.

Human Capital: The Foundation Too
Long Neglected

Pakistan's greatest untapped resource Is its
people, particularly its overwhelmingly young
population, but this demographic advantage
becomes a liability rather than a dividend without
substantial investment in education and health.
Pakistan's literacy rates, school enroliment figures,
and learning outcomes lag significantly behind
comparable middle-income countries, while
millions of children remain entirely out of school,
disproportionately girls in rural areas. Public health
Indicators, including stunting rates among children,



similarly reveal chronic underinvestment that
constrains the productive potential of an entire
generation before it even enters the workforce.

Prosperity pathways must therefore place human
capital investment at the center rather than the
periphery of economic strategy. This means
substantially increasing, and more importantly,
effectively spending public resources on primary
and secondary education, with particular attention
to girls' education given the well-documented
multiplier effects of female educational attainment
on family health, fertility rates, and household
Income. It means investing in vocational and
technical training aligned with actual labor market
demand, rather than producing graduates in fields
with limited employment absorption capacity. It
also means treating public health as economic
Infrastructure rather than mere social spending,
since a chronically undernourished and unhealthy
workforce cannot generate the productivity gains
that sustained prosperity requires.

Governance and Institutional Strength

Perhaps the least tangible but most fundamental
pathway to prosperity lies in governance quality.



Economic research consistently demonstrates that
the quality of institutions, including the rule of law,
contract enforcement, property rights protection,
and control of corruption, correlates more strongly
with long-term prosperity than natural resource
endowment or even initial capital investment.
Pakistan's ranking on international governance and
ease of doing business indices reflects persistent
weaknesses: an unpredictable  regulatory
environment, slow and often unreliable judicial
processes for commercial disputes, and
governance structures vulnerable to political
Interference that undermine investor confidence
and discourage the long-term capital commitments
genuine industrial development requires.

Strengthening these institutions requires sustained,
non-partisan commitment across successive
governments, a genuine challenge (given
Pakistan's history of policy discontinuity as each
Incoming administration frequently reverses or
de-prioritizes its predecessor's initiatives. Building
Institutional resilience against this cycle requires
embedding key reforms in durable legal and
constitutional frameworks rather than executive
discretion alone, strengthening the independence



and capacity of regulatory bodies, and cultivating a
professional civil service insulated from excessive
political interference in routine administrative
decisions.

Energy Security as Economic
Precondition

Pakistan's chronic energy challenges,
encompassing circular debt in the power sector,
dependence on costly imported fuel for electricity
generation, and periodic supply shortfalls that
constrain industrial output, represent a direct drag
on economic competitiveness and growth.
Addressing this requires a multi-pronged approach:
accelerating investment in domestic renewable
energy sources, particularly solar and wind power
where Pakistan possesses substantial untapped
potential and where costs have fallen dramatically
In recent years; resolving the circular debt crisis
through genuine restructuring of the power sector's
pricing, collection, and loss-reduction mechanisms
rather than repeated bailouts that merely postpone
the underlying problem; and diversifying energy
sources to reduce vulnerability to volatile
International fuel prices that have repeatedly



triggered balance of payments crises when global
oll and gas prices spike.

A genuinely reformed energy sector would not only
reduce fiscal strain but directly support industrial
competitiveness, since reliable and reasonably
priced electricity is a basic precondition for the kind
of manufacturing and export growth Pakistan's
economy urgently needs to move beyond its
current narrow reliance on textiles and remittances.

Diversifying and Deepening the Export
Base

Pakistan's export sector remains heavily
concentrated in textiles, a sector that, while
historically significant, offers limited room for the
kind of high value-added growth that transforms
national income over time. Genuine prosperity
requires deliberate industrial policy aimed at
diversifying exports into higher value sectors,
iIncluding information technology services, where
Pakistan has already demonstrated significant
untapped potential through a young, increasingly
digitally  skilled  workforce;  pharmaceuticals,
building on existing manufacturing capacity; and
value-added agricultural processing, rather than



continuing to export raw agricultural commodities
at minimal margin. Special economic zones,
streamlined reqgulatory processes for exporters,
and targeted investment in export-oriented
Infrastructure, including ports and logistics
networks, can support this diversification, but
success ultimately depends on the broader
business environment and human capital
Improvements discussed above, since no amount
of targeted Iincentive can compensate for an
economy  where Dbasic institutional and
Infrastructure conditions remain unfavorable to
sustained investment.

Strategic Economic Diplomacy

Pakistan's geographic position, at the crossroads
of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East,
offers genuine strategic economic potential that
has been only partially realized. Deepening trade
relationships with Central Asian states, which
currently lack efficient access to seaports and
could benefit substantially from Pakistani transit
Infrastructure, offers a pathway to regional
economic integration that has been repeatedly
discussed but insufficiently developed. Similarly,



Pakistan's relationships with Gulf states, China,
and Increasingly diversifying Western partners
must be managed not merely for aid and
remittances but for genuine investment attraction,
technology transfer, and market access
negotiations that support long-term economic
transformation rather than short-term financial
relief.

This  requires  professionalizing Pakistan's
economic diplomacy, ensuring that foreign policy
engagement consistently incorporates clear
economic objectives alongside traditional security
and political considerations, and building the
Institutional capacity within Pakistan's foreign
service and commerce ministry to negotiate and
Implement sophisticated trade and investment
agreements effectively.

The Political Economy Challenge

It must be acknowledged honestly that many of
these reforms face resistance not from technical
difficulty alone but from entrenched political
economy interests that benefit from the current
dysfunctional equilibrium: powerful agricultural and
real estate interests resistant to taxation, segments



of the bureaucracy and political class benefiting
from regulatory discretion and rent-seeking
opportunities, and short political cycles that
discourage investment in reforms whose benefits
accrue primarily to future governments rather than
the incumbent administration. Genuine prosperity,
therefore, ultimately depends not merely on
identifying the correct technical policies, which
have been well documented across decades of
Pakistani and international economic analysis, but
on building the political coalition and public
consensus necessary to overcome resistance from
those who benefit from the status quo.

Conclusion

Pakistan's pathway to prosperity IS not mysterious
In its technical outline; it has been mapped
repeatedly by economists, policymakers, and
International  institutions  across  successive
decades. What has been missing is not knowledge
of what must be done, but the sustained political
will and institutional capacity to actually do it,
consistently, across the fiscal, human capital,
governance, energy, export, and diplomatic
domains that together determine national economic



trajectory. Prosperity will not arrive through any
single transformative policy or foreign partnership,
however significant, but through the accumulated,
disciplined pursuit of reform across every one of
these interconnected pathways, sustained over
multiple political cycles rather than abandoned with
each change of government. Pakistan possesses
the human talent, geographic advantage, and
demonstrated resilience necessary for this journey;
what remains is the collective national resolve to
walk it consistently, rather than merely mapping it
once again.



Question 9

Globalization and National Economies

Globalization, the accelerating integration of
national economies through trade, capital flows,
technology transfer, and labor movement, has
been one of the defining forces shaping the world
since the latter half of the twentieth century. It has
lifted hundreds of millions out of poverty,
particularly across East Asia, while simultaneously
generating profound anxieties about inequality,
cultural homogenization, and the erosion of
national economic sovereignty. In recent years, this
once seemingly unstoppable process has
encountered  significant  headwinds: rising
protectionism, supply chain reshoring following
pandemic disruptions, geopolitical fragmentation
between major powers, and a growing political
backlash against globalization's perceived costs In
advanced and developing economies alike. This
essay examines the genuine economic benefits
globalization has delivered, the Ilegitimate
grievances it has generated, the current signs of
partial retreat or restructuring often termed
slowbalization or deglobalization, and the specific



Implications of these dynamics for national
economies such as Pakistan's, which must
navigate an increasingly complex and fragmented
global economic order.

The Case for Globalization: Measurable
Gains

The economic case for globalization rests on
well-established  principles  of  comparative
advantage: when nations specialize in producing
goods and services where they hold relative
efficiency advantages and trade freely with one
another, aggregate global output and welfare
Increase compared to a world of economic autarky.
The empirical record of the past several decades
substantially validates this theoretical case. China's
Integration into global trade following its 2001
accession to the World Trade Organization
catalyzed the most rapid poverty reduction in
human history, lifting several hundred million
people out of extreme poverty within a single
generation through export-oriented manufacturing
growth. Similarly, other East Asian economies, and
more recently Vietnam, Bangladesh, and India,
have leveraged integration into global supply



chains and export markets to achieve sustained
growth rates that would have been unattainable
through purely domestic-oriented development
strategies.

Globalization has also driven substantial consumer
benefits in advanced economies, delivering lower
prices for manufactured goods, expanded product
variety, and access to technologies and
Innovations  developed anywhere in the
iInterconnected global economy rather than being
constrained by domestic innovation capacity alone.
Capital mobility has allowed savings in capital-rich
economies to finance productive investment in
capital-scarce developing economies, theoretically
accelerating global development beyond what
domestically financed investment alone could
achieve.

The Legitimate Discontents

Yet the aggregate economic gains from
globalization have not been evenly distributed,
either between nations or within them, and this
uneven distribution has generated legitimate
political and economic grievances that cannot be
dismissed as mere protectionist sentiment. Within



advanced economies, globalization, combined with
automation, has contributed to significant
deindustrialization in  manufacturing regions,
displacing workers whose skills and communities
were built around industries that could not compete
with lower-cost production relocated to emerging
economies. While (globalization's aggregate
economic benefits have been substantial, the costs
have fallen disproportionately on specific
communities and workers who received
comparatively little of the compensating support
that economic theory suggests should, in principle,
redistribute globalization's gains to its losers.

Within  developing economies, globalization's
benefits have also proven uneven. Countries that
successfully industrialized and moved up global
value chains, such as South Korea and
Increasingly  Vietnam, achieved substantial
development gains, while countries that remained
locked into exporting raw commodities or low
value-added goods, without corresponding
Investment in education, infrastructure, and
iIndustrial policy capable of capturing higher
value-added activity, often experienced more
limited and volatile benefits, remaining vulnerable



to commodity price fluctuations and the whims of
global capital flows that can reverse rapidly during
periods of financial instability, as demonstrated
repeatedly during emerging market currency
crises.

Beyond economics, globalization has also
generated legitimate concerns about national
sovereignty and cultural identity, as multinational
corporations, international financial institutions, and
global cultural products increasingly shape
domestic economic policy and cultural life in ways
that can feel disconnected from local democratic
accountability and national values.

The Current Retreat: Slowbalization
and Fragmentation

In recent years, several converging forces have
slowed, and in specific respects reversed, the
decades-long trend toward deeper global economic
Integration. The 2008 global financial crisis first
exposed the risks of highly interconnected financial
systems, triggering a partial retreat in cross-border
capital flows that has never fully recovered to
pre-crisis levels. The COVID-19 pandemic
subsequently exposed the fragility of highly



optimized, geographically concentrated global
supply chains, prompting many governments and
corporations to prioritize supply chain resilience
and diversification over the pure cost efficiency that
had driven decades of manufacturing concentration
In specific low-cost production hubs.

Perhaps most significantly, escalating strategic
competition between the United States and China
has introduced explicit geopolitical considerations
Into trade and investment decisions that were
previously governed primarily by economic
efficiency. Export controls on advanced
technology, tariffs imposed during trade disputes,
and growing government support for domestic
semiconductor and critical mineral production
reflect a broader trend toward what analysts term
friend-shoring, the deliberate restructuring of
supply chains around geopolitically aligned
partners rather than purely cost-efficient locations
regardless of political relationship.  This
fragmentation risks creating a bifurcated global
economy organized around competing spheres of
technological and economic influence, a significant
departure from the more unified global market that
characterized the peak globalization era of the



1990s and 2000s.

Implications for National Economic
Sovereignty

This evolving landscape raises fundamental
guestions about the balance between economic
Integration and national policy autonomy. Highly
globalized economies inevitably surrender some
degree of independent macroeconomic control,
since capital mobility can rapidly punish policies
perceived as unfavorable Dby international
Investors, and deep trade integration constrains the
scope for independent industrial policy that might
otherwise favor domestic producers over more
efficient foreign competitors. The current period of
partial deglobalization, paradoxically, may offer
some nations increased policy space to pursue
iIndustrial strategies and domestic capacity building
that pure free trade orthodoxy previously
discouraged, though this space comes at the
potential cost of the efficiency gains globalization
has historically delivered.

Pakistan's Position in a Fragmenting
Global Economy



Pakistan's relationship with globalization has been
notably incomplete compared to its regional peers.
Unlike  Bangladesh and Vietnam, which
aggressively pursued export-oriented
Industrialization and successfully integrated into
global manufacturing supply chains, Pakistan's
export sector has remained comparatively
underdeveloped and narrowly concentrated In
textiles, failing to fully capture the potential gains
available from deeper global economic integration.
This partial integration reflects a combination of
factors: persistent energy shortages that
undermine manufacturing competitiveness, an
unpredictable regulatory and tax environment that
discourages long-term foreign investment, security
concerns that have periodically deterred
International business engagement, and policy
Inconsistency across successive governments that
has prevented the sustained, coherent export
promotion strategy successful exporters have
pursued.

In the current environment of growing geopolitical
fragmentation, Pakistan faces both risk and
opportunity. The risk lies in being caught between
competing spheres of influence, particularly given



Pakistan's close relationship with China amid
Intensifying US-China  strategic  competition,
potentially complicating Pakistan's access to
Western markets, technology, and financing at
precisely the moment such access could support
urgently needed economic diversification. The
opportunity lies in the broader restructuring of
global supply chains away from China, as
companies seeking to diversify manufacturing
locations amid rising Chinese costs and
geopolitical risk look toward alternative production
bases; Pakistan, alongside Bangladesh, Vietnam,
and India, could theoretically capture a share of
this relocating manufacturing investment, provided
it addresses the underlying competitiveness
constraints, particularly energy reliability and
regulatory predictability, that have historically
limited its ability to attract such investment despite
comparatively low labor costs.

Toward a Balanced National Strategy

The lesson for Pakistan, and for developing
economies generally navigating this more
fragmented global landscape, is that neither
uncritical embrace of globalization nor defensive



economic isolation offers a viable path to
prosperity. Countries that have most successfully
leveraged globalization, including South Korea,
China, and more recently Vietham, combined
external trade and investment integration with
deliberate, strategic domestic industrial policy:
Investing in  education and infrastructure,
selectively protecting and nurturing industries with
genuine long-term competitive potential during their
developmental phase, and maintaining sufficient
macroeconomic and regulatory stability to attract
sustained foreign investment. This suggests that
the choice facing Pakistan is not globalization
versus protection in the abstract, but the more
nuanced task of strategic, selective integration:
opening decisively to trade and investment in
sectors where genuine competitive advantage
exists or can be built, while maintaining the policy
space and institutional capacity to support
domestic industrial development in strategically
Important sectors during their vulnerable early
growth phases.

Conclusion



Globalization has delivered substantial, empirically
verifiable gains to the world economy while
simultaneously generating genuine and unevenly
distributed costs that helped fuel the current period
of partial retreat and geopolitical fragmentation. For
national economies such as Pakistan's, which
never fully captured globalization's potential
benefits even during its peak era, the current more
fragmented and geopolitically contested global
economic landscape presents a narrower but still
meaningful window of opportunity, provided
domestic competitiveness constraints are seriously
addressed. The task ahead is not to choose
definitively between global integration and national
self-reliance, but to pursue the considerably more
difficult strategic balance that history's most
successful developing economies have
demonstrated is possible: engaging globalization
on terms that serve deliberate national
development objectives, rather than either
uncritically embracing or defensively rejecting the
powerful, still-evolving forces of global economic
Integration.



Question 10

Political Polarization; Governance and
Society

Political polarization, the widening ideological and
emotional distance between opposing political
camps to the point where compromise becomes
difficult and mutual perception of the other side
degenerates from disagreement into existential
threat, has emerged as one of the defining
challenges to democratic governance Iin the
twenty-first century. Once considered primarily an
American phenomenon associated with the
deepening divide between Democrats and
Republicans, polarization has proven to be a global
pattern, visible across established and emerging
democracies alike, including Pakistan, where
political competition has increasingly taken on
characteristics of tribal warfare rather than policy
debate. This essay examines the causes of rising
political polarization, its corrosive effects on
governance quality and social cohesion, and the
specific manifestations and consequences of this
phenomenon within Pakistan, before considering
pathways toward a more constructive, if still



competitive, political culture.

Understanding the Drivers of
Polarization

Political polarization emerges from a confluence of
structural, technological, and social factors that
have intensified over recent decades. Media
fragmentation stands among the most significant
drivers: where earlier generations largely
consumed a limited number of shared news
sources that, whatever their individual biases, at
least presented a broadly common set of facts to
the public, today's fragmented media landscape,
particularly social media, allows citizens to curate
Information environments that reinforce existing
beliefs while filtering out contradicting perspectives.
Algorithmic content recommendation systems,
optimized to maximize engagement rather than
balanced understanding, systematically favor
emotionally charged, tribal content that deepens
rather than bridges political divides, since outrage
and in-group solidarity reliably generate more
engagement than nuanced, cross-partisan
understanding.



Economic anxiety and inequality also contribute
significantly to polarization, as populations
experiencing stagnant living standards or acute
economic insecurity become more receptive to
political narratives that assign blame to identifiable
out-groups, whether defined by ethnicity, religion,
class, or political affiliation, rather than engaging
with the more complex structural causes of
economic hardship. Political elites themselves
often  exacerbate polarization deliberately,
recognizing that mobilizing a passionate, cohesive
political base through us-versus-them rhetoric can
prove more electorally effective, at least in the
short term, than the harder work of building
broad-based coalitions around substantive policy
platforms.

The Governance Costs of Polarization

The consequences of deep political polarization for
governance quality are severe and well
documented across multiple national contexts.
Polarized political systems experience significantly
reduced legislative productivity, as opposing
parties increasingly treat any cooperation with
political rivals as a betrayal of their base rather



than a legitimate exercise of democratic
compromise, resulting in policy gridlock even on
Issues where substantial underlying public
consensus may actually exist. Long-term structural
challenges, Including fiscal sustainabillity,
Infrastructure investment, and institutional reform,
are particularly vulnerable to polarization's effects,
since these challenges typically require sustained
policy continuity across multiple electoral cycles
and political administrations, continuity that
becomes increasingly difficult to sustain when
Incoming governments treat reversing their
predecessors' policies as a primary objective rather
than building upon them.

Polarization also degrades the quality of public
discourse and decision-making by encouraging
motivated reasoning, where citizens and even
policymakers evaluate factual claims not on their
evidentiary merit but on whether they align with
pre-existing political identity, making
evidence-based policy debate increasingly difficult
to sustain. This dynamic has proven particularly
damaging in contexts requiring urgent collective
action based on complex technical evidence, such
as public health responses during pandemics or



climate policy, where polarized publics have shown
a troubling tendency to evaluate scientific evidence
through a partisan rather than empirical lens.

Beyond formal governance, polarization corrodes
the informal social trust that underpins functional
societies. Extended families, workplaces, and
communities increasingly experience political
polarization as a source of genuine social fracture,
with  surveys across multiple democracies
documenting rising rates of individuals who report
unwillingness to socialize with, work alongside, or
have family members marry across political lines, a
degree of tribal social segregation that would have
seemed extreme in earlier, less polarized eras.

Pakistan's Polarization: A Distinctive
but Familiar Pattern

Pakistan's experience of political polarization
exhibits both universal and distinctive features. The
country's political landscape has long been
characterized by intense rivalry between major
political parties and their supporters, but recent
years have witnessed a marked intensification, with
political polarization increasingly organized around
personality-driven loyalty to specific leaders rather



than substantive policy or ideological differences,
and amplified dramatically by social media in ways
that mirror global patterns while incorporating
Pakistan's specific historical and institutional
context.

The events surrounding recent political transitions,
Including contested elections, judicial interventions
In political disputes, and the treatment of major
political figures, have generated deeply polarized
public narratives in which supporters of different
political camps often operate from entirely
Incompatible factual premises about the same
events, a hallmark of the motivated reasoning that
characterizes severe polarization elsewhere. Social
media platforms have amplified this dynamic
significantly, with coordinated online campaigns
from various political camps generating competing
narratives that further entrench existing political
loyalties rather than fostering the shared factual
understanding that functional democratic debate
requires.

This polarization carries distinctive costs within
Pakistan's specific institutional context. Pakistan's
history of civil-military relations means that intense



political polarization has, at various points, created
openings for non-elected institutions to play an
outsized role in resolving political disputes that a
more consensus-oriented political culture might
have resolved through ordinary electoral and
parliamentary processes, potentially undermining
the very civilian democratic institutions polarized
political actors claim to be defending. Additionally,
Pakistan's urgent economic and governance
challenges, including fiscal reform, energy sector
restructuring, and counter-terrorism cooperation,
require sustained policy continuity that severe
polarization directly threatens, as incoming
governments have repeatedly reversed or
de-prioritized predecessor administrations' reform
Initiatives, contributing to the policy inconsistency
that has hampered Pakistan's long-term
development trajectory.

The Particular Danger of Polarization in
Fragile Democracies

It is worth emphasizing that polarization's dangers
are generally more acute in democracies with less
consolidated institutions and shorter unbroken
democratic traditions, since well-established



democracies typically possess deeper reservoirs of
Institutional legitimacy and norms of peaceful
power transfer that can absorb significant
polarization  without  triggering democratic
breakdown. In less consolidated democratic
systems, including Pakistan's, severe polarization
carries heightened risk of institutional erosion, as
polarized political actors may become more willing
to embrace anti-democratic shortcuts, including
election manipulation, judicial politicization, or
extra-constitutional intervention, when they
perceive electoral loss to political rivals as an
existential threat rather than a normal, temporary
feature of democratic competition.

Pathways Toward Depolarization

Addressing political polarization requires
Interventions across multiple levels of society, none
sufficient in isolation. At the institutional level,
strengthening Independent, professional
Institutions, including election commissions,
judiciaries, and civil services insulated from
partisan capture, provides crucial guardrails that
can maintain basic democratic functioning even
amid intense political polarization, ensuring that



electoral and governance processes retain
legitimacy across the political spectrum rather than
becoming captured by whichever faction currently
holds power.

At the media and information level, promoting
media literacy education, supporting independent
journalism capable of maintaining credibility across
the political spectrum, and encouraging, where
possible, platform design changes that reduce
algorithmic amplification of the most divisive
content can help rebuild the shared factual
foundation that constructive democratic debate
requires. This is a long-term project requiring
sustained investment rather than a quick
technological fix, but it addresses one of the most
significant structural drivers of contemporary
polarization.

At the political leadership level, there is a genuine
need for leaders willing to model constructive
disagreement, acknowledging legitimate points
made by political opponents and resisting the
electorally tempting but corrosive strategy of
treating every political rival as an existential enemy
rather than a legitimate competitor within a shared



democratic system. Civil society organizations,
academic institutions, and religious leaders, who
often retain credibility across political divides in
ways formal political actors do not, can play a
valuable role in fostering cross-partisan dialogue
and modeling the kind of respectful disagreement
Increasingly rare in polarized public discourse.

Finally, addressing the underlying economic
anxieties that fuel receptiveness to polarizing
political narratives, through genuine progress on
employment, inflation, and economic opportunity,
can reduce the psychological conditions under
which citizens become most susceptible to tribal
political mobilization, since populations
experiencing genuine economic security and
opportunity have historically proven less vulnerable
to the zero-sum, us-versus-them political narratives
that thrive amid economic insecurity and blocked
aspiration.

Conclusion

Political polarization represents a genuine and
growing threat to governance quality and social
cohesion, not merely in established Western
democracies where the phenomenon has received



the most academic attention, but across
democratic societies globally, including Pakistan,
where its effects intersect with and exacerbate
existing Institutional vulnerabilities. Left
unaddressed, severe polarization threatens to
convert democratic competition, which properly
channels disagreement into peaceful, legitimate
contests for power, into a zero-sum tribal conflict
that erodes both governance effectiveness and the
social trust upon which functional societies
ultimately depend. Reversing this trajectory
requires sustained effort across institutional,
media, and leadership dimensions simultaneously,
a formidable but not impossible task, and one
whose successful pursuit  will  substantially
determine  whether  Pakistan and  other
democracies experiencing similar pressures can
convert their political competition back into a
source of national renewal and accountability
rather than a source of national fracture.
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